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Dandenong High School
Year 7 & Year 8 Handbook
2018

Introduction
The Dandenong High School curriculum framework is based on the principles of deep learning,
high expectations of student outcomes, team teaching and collaborative learning. The curriculum
provides students with an opportunity to be independent, active and reflective learners who take
responsibility for their learning and set meaningful learning goals.
The purpose of this handbook is to provide parents, care givers and students with information
regarding the teaching and learning opportunities for students in Years 7 & 8 at Dandenong High
School. There is also an outline of the school House structure and an overview of the Year 7 & 8
curriculum.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2018

YEAR 7 & 8 COURSE CONFIRMATION
October 2018

2PM – 6.00 PM

VENUE: DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

YEAR 7 ORIENTATION DAY
TUESDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2018 – ALL DAY
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The House Structure of Dandenong High School
Dandenong High School’s structure is based on the House system. The House system is fundamental to the school as it
encourages a sense of community, develops connectedness to the school and creates a feeling of belonging for all
students.
The seven House buildings are all located on the Dandenong High School site. All buildings have ‘state of the art
facilities’, which include purposefully, designed learning spaces that are rich in ICT resources. Each building
accommodates 300 students from Years 7-12. There are 50 students at each year level and 25 staff. When students
enrol in Year 7 they will remain in the same House until they leave in Year 12. Each House also has a leadership team
that is made up of: a House Leader [Assistant Principal], an Assistant House Leader, a House Student Coordinator and
an attendance Officer.
In years 7-9 students learn primarily in their House in the purposefully designed learning spaces. They leave their
House building for specialist learning areas such as the Arts and Design & Technologies as well as Physical Education.
In Years 10,11 and 12 students will regularly learn outside their House in specialist learning spaces as they complete
their individual senior studies pathway.
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Teaching and Learning at Dandenong High School
Years 7 – 9
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

Students in each year level work closely with a team of three teachers for English, Maths, Science and
Humanities and Language in groups of 50 within their House. Or the ratio of 1:17 if classes
The Teaching Teams have regular contact with their group of 50 students that enables the development of
powerful learning relationships between the student and teachers.
Health/PE, Design, Creative Technology and Arts based subjects will be delivered in purpose built learning
spaces by specialised teachers.
In Years 7 and 8 students study a range of Arts/Technology subjects from the following list for a semester over
the two years Art, 3D Art, Food Technology, Music, Drama, Textiles, Visual Communication and Design and
Woodwork.
In Years 7 and 8, students study another Language as part of their learning program. Each House is allocated a
language. Banksia, Eucalyptus and Callistemon students study Japanese; Darwinia, Grevillia and Fern students
study French and Hakea students study Latin. All students in Year 7 and 8 in that House study the nominated
language. Students have the opportunity to continue learning a language in Years 9 and 10 through the Elective
Program and in years 11 and 12 through the VCE.
In Year 9 Dandenong High School offers students the opportunity to select from an extensive elective program.
Students are encouraged to explore their learning, deepen their understanding of the world and further
develop fundamental knowledge and skills through the selection of subjects such as Multi-Media, Philosophy,
Food Technology, 3D Art, History Through Film, Asian Studies, Information Technology and STEM.
Participation in the elective program also supports students in identifying Senior Studies Subject Selection and
their future Career Pathway.

The Learning Tutor program is designed to provide personalised support and guidance for each individual student in
their learning. The Learning Tutor program will incorporate literacy and numeracy skill development, targeted
pathways planning and a range of learning experiences designed to enable all students to gain a deep understanding
of who they are as learners and thereby achieve success in their learning.
Teachers within each House will undertake the role of the Learning Tutor, and will act as a mentor and advocate for
each student. Students are encouraged to become independent learners, with a developed understanding of their
own learning needs and strengths.
The Year 7 and 8 Project Based Learning
Project Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by working for an extended
period of time to investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging and complex question, problem, or challenge.

Students in year 7 and year 8 engage in PBL twice a year. They work collaboratively in teams in their House group to
complete their projects. They present their final work to the other House groups. Teachers facilitate the learning that
requires students to use subject specific knowledge to creatively integrate that knowledge and their interpersonal
skills to inventively come up with solutions to everyday problems. Students work within teams to find solutions to the
problems they choose. They analyse the skills used within this project-based learning and bring these skills and
learning experience back to their subject and domain based learning

Individual Learning Plans
Every student in Year 7 to 12 has an Individual Learning Plan. This plan allows them the opportunity to set educational,
personal and organisational goals. They also have a Tutor who will assist them in this process and ensure that students
are setting targets that provide challenges and opportunities for growth and development. The Individual Learning
Plans, which are created by students electronically, are also designed to further develop ICT skills. Students are
encouraged to use data to clarify their learning goals and to take responsibility for their learning.
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Assessment and Reporting
Curriculum Design and Assessment: Victorian Curriculum.
All learning in Years 7-10 is based on the Victorian Curriculum standards.
Students develop knowledge and understanding in the traditional subject areas of English, Mathematics, Science,
Humanities, Languages, Health and Physical Education and the Arts.
The standards also provide links through traditional subject areas to other areas of learning such as the development
of physical, personal and social skills and the ability to apply knowledge in workplace situations and future learning.
Standards are also set in areas building social relationships and developing thinking and communication skills.
Standards in these areas can be achieved in a variety of ways. Not all of these will appear as separate subjects on the
school’s timetable. Schools will plan the best ways for their students to learn the knowledge and skills in these areas
and achieve the standards.
The school’s aim is to give young people learning tasks and programs that provide them with the opportunity to
demonstrate achievement of the standards as they move from Year 7 to Year 10. The school’s assessment and
reporting policies are designed to provide students and their families with an accurate description of the student’s
performance.

Reporting
Semester Reports are issued at the end of Terms 2 and 4 via Compass. No reports are printed unless requested.
Parent/Teacher Interviews are held during Terms 2 and 3. It is hoped that all parents will take these opportunities to
meet their child’s teachers to discuss their child’s progress. Additional interviews can be arranged by parent or teacher
request.

Year 7 and 8 Curriculum 2018
The Year 7 and 8 Curriculum consists of the following subjects
• English or EAL
• Mathematics
• Humanities
• Science
• Health/Physical Education
• Languages (one of either French, Japanese or Latin)
• Learning Tutor (one Period a fortnight, see page 4 for Learning Tutor outline)
• The Arts and Design & Technologies rotation – Students will study a range of The Arts and Design &
Technologies subjects for one semester over a two year period from the following list: Art, 3D Art, Food
Technology, Drama, Music, Textile Design, Visual Communication Design and Woodwork.
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Year 7 and 8 Select Entry Learning Program

The Accelerated and Enhanced Learning Program is a select entry program based on testing in English, Maths and
Science and an interview in Grade 6. Students may apply to enter the program at other times during Years 7-9 if a
place becomes available.
The students in the program follow the same curriculum structure as outlined above but will be offered further
opportunities to extend, enrich and enhance their learning. In Year 10 students in the Accelerated and Enhanced
Learning Program study up to three Year 11 subjects and begin a 3 Year VCE in order to maximise their ATAR Score.

Other Learning Programs at Dandenong High School

Dandenong High School offers the following additional learning programs
• Provision of a “Homework Support Program” as an after school service operating each Tuesday in the
Jacaranda Centre from 3.30 – 5.00pm
• Outstanding EAL programs throughout the school
• Access to Advance “Young People and Communities Working Together” programs at Year Levels 9, 10 and 11
• Integration Support programs throughout the school
• Deakin University Access Program
• Provision of Pathway Planning that seeks to provide each student with a clear understanding of potential
Career Pathways and Educational Entry requirements that will allow them to pursue further Tertiary Studies,
Further Education and Training and/or Employment

Other Requirements
Attendance Policy – Years 7 and 8
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Students are required to attend ALL timetabled classes and school activities
Attendance will be recorded by each subject teacher and House Attendance Officers
On the day a student returns to school after an absence, it is her/his responsibility to supply an absence note
and/or Medical Certificate to the House Attendance Officer
Only correctly dated medical certificates will be accepted. No medical certificate will be accepted more than
seven days after their absence
Staying at home to do work is NOT permitted as an excuse for being absent
If a student is genuinely sick on the day a learning activity is due, the work must be handed into that
particular subject teacher before 9.00am on the day he/she returns (together with the Medical Certificate to
the House Attendance Officer)
If a student is involved with a school based activity that will cause the student to miss classes, then approval
must be gained prior to the lessons being missed.

Student Leadership
At Dandenong High School student leadership is recognised and celebrated. Every student has the opportunity to
develop leadership skills within their house community, participate in the leadership programs offered and apply for
formal leadership positions.
In 2018 the school student leadership team consists of 2 School Captains, 2 Vice Captains, 2 School Representative
Council Presidents and 2 House Captains for each House. The school also encourages an active student voice through
its Student Representative Council (SRC) and one representative is selected from each year House group and each
year level.
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COURSE OUTLINES
Year 7 and 8 ENGLISH/EAL

Learning Focus
In this subject students will discover:
•
•
•
•
•

The conventions of spelling, punctuation and syntax of Standard Australian English
An enjoyment, comprehension and development of critical appreciation of a variety of texts
A refinement of personal responses to texts and the effective expression of those responses in a variety of
forms and specified contexts
A sense of confidence and competence in writing for a range of purposes and audiences in a variety of forms
and specified contexts
The capacity to respond, both orally and in written form, to a variety of issues in the media; demonstrating an
understanding of how language is used to persuade, strategies and metalanguage for critical analysis

Specialised skills and learning
• Creating and Presenting Students prepare a folio of writing in different styles, such as stories, arguments,
reviews, dialogues, poetry; Students are encouraged to draw upon ideas on complex themes and issues from
their study of texts and to create their own writing using the texts as inspiration. Students need to be aware
of the impact of an intended audience on their writing.
• Reading and Responding Students read a range of texts to examine different perspectives on complex
themes and issues. They are taught more critical ways of responding to texts, and how to analyse and
challenge the values and assumptions of texts. Short and extended responses, both written and oral, are
required to demonstrate understanding of texts studied.
• Using Language to Persuade This area of study is intended to assist students to consider critically a range of
print, non print and multimodal texts, examine view point expressed, analyse persuasive techniques and
produce a sustained critical response to an issue in each of the semesters.
• Speaking and Listening Students will be expected to give a variety of oral presentations, both to the class and
to small groups, and to participate in class discussions in order to develop their listening and speaking skills.
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum
•
•
•

A range of written pieces for different purposes and audiences
Reading and responding to set texts both analytical and creative
Speaking and listening tasks including Formal Oral Presentations

Future Studies
English is a prerequisite for all future studies
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Year 7 MATHEMATICS

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acquire mathematical skills and knowledge so that they can deal confidently and competently with daily life
Be able to pose and solve problems and reason in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and
Statistics and Probability
Develop knowledge and skills in using mathematics for employment, further study and interest
Understand and appreciate the nature of mathematical thinking, the processes by which mathematics
changes, and its role in different cultures
Understand the dynamic role of mathematics in social and technological change
Use technology to support the learning of mathematics, and carrying out mathematical activities in context
Systematically group, organise, and interpret data from experiments and surveys

Specialised skills and learning
The Year 7 Mathematics course follows the Victorian Curriculum. Year 7 Mathematics is organised around the
interaction of three content strands and four proficiency strands. The content strands are Number and Algebra,
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The proficiency strands are Understanding, Fluency,
Problem Solving, and Reasoning.
Year 7 students will:
•
•
•

Be introduced to Mathematical concepts that support and challenge students from a wide range of abilities
and backgrounds
Study a range of topics including Whole numbers, Number patterns, Fractions, Decimals, Measurement,
Algebra, Solving Equations, Angles, Shapes and Chance and Data
Be introduced to problem solving and learn to apply the appropriate methodologies to solve problems

School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•
•
•

Problem solving activities and investigative tasks
Tests
Projects/Assignments
Online assessments
Homework Tasks

Future Studies
• Preparation for continued study in Mathematics.
• Students who complete this course would be expected to continue on to Year 8 Mathematics

8

Year 8 MATHMATICS

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
• Acquire mathematical skills and knowledge so that they can deal confidently and competently with daily life
• Be able to pose and solve problems and reason in Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and
Statistics and Probability
• Develop knowledge and skills in using mathematics for employment, further study and interest
• Understand and appreciate the nature of mathematical thinking, the processes by which mathematics changes,
and its role in different cultures
• Understand the dynamic role of mathematics in social and technological change
• Use technology to support the learning of mathematics, and carrying out mathematical activities in context
• Systematically group, organise, and interpret data from experiments and surveys
Specialised skills and learning
The Year 8 Mathematics course follows the Victorian Curriculum. Year 8 Mathematics is organised around the
interaction of three content strands and four proficiency strands. The content strands are Number and Algebra,
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The proficiency strands are Understanding, Fluency,
Problem Solving, and Reasoning.
Year 8 students will:
•
•
•
•

Be introduced to Mathematical concepts that support and challenge students from a wide range of abilities
and backgrounds
Consolidate their understanding developed in Year 7 and explore new and more challenging mathematical
concepts
Study a range of topics including Directed number, Measurement, Algebra, Geometry, Ratio, Percentages,
Equations, Cartesian Graphs and Chance and Data
Be introduced to problem solving and learn to apply the appropriate methodologies to solve problems

School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of
Victorian Curriculum.
• Problem solving activities and investigative tasks
• Tests including Common Test
• Projects/Assignments
• Online assessments
• Homework Tasks
Future Studies
• Preparation for continued study in Mathematics
• Students who satisfactorily complete this course would be expected to continue on to Year 9 Mathematics
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Year 7 SCIENCE

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•
•

Develop a curiosity about the world in which we live and ask meaningful questions about why it is this way
Be introduced to and develop an understanding of basic principles in the main areas of science including
biological, chemical, physical, earth and space sciences
Conduct experiments in order to learn and practice questioning, predicting, analysing and evaluating skills
Identify safety requirements and procedures associated with experiments
Explore the uses and influences of science in everyday life

Specialised skills and learning
Students will study the following topics:
• Using equipment, working safely and carrying out experiments in the science classroom
• Classification, adaptations and the environment
• Simple machines and everyday forces at work
• Planet earth and exploring space
• Physical and chemical changes and separation techniques
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of
Victorian Curriculum.
• A workbook outlining tasks undertaken
• Scientific reports on the practical activities carried out in class
• Online assessment tasks and tests
Future Studies
• Preparation for future studies in Science
• Students who satisfactorily complete this course would be expected to continue on to Year 8 Science
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Year 8 SCIENCE

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to develop a curiosity about the world in which we live and ask meaningful questions about why it is
this way
Develop a deeper understanding of basic principles in the main areas of science including biological, chemical,
physical, earth and space sciences
Be encouraged to expand their knowledge to include abstract concepts, theories, principles and models drawn
from a variety of scientific contexts
Explore how Science is influenced by society and can be used to inform decisions and actions
Design controlled experiments, use a range of tools to question, predict, analyse data and information and
conduct experiments safely, responsibly and ethically

Specialised skills and learning
Students will study the following topics:
• Elements and compounds
• Cells
• States of matter
• Energy
• Chemical changes
• Body systems and Reproduction
• Rocks and Mining
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•

A workbook outlining tasks undertaken
Scientific reports on the practical activities carried out in class
Online assessment tasks and tests

Future Studies
• Preparation for future studies in Science
• Students who satisfactorily complete this course would be expected to continue on to Year 9 Science

11

Year 7 HUMANITIES

Learning Focus
The Year 7 Humanities Course introduces Year 7 students to elements of History and Geography.
In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•
•

Develop an understanding of natural and human environments
Understand and apply the key geographic ideas of location, scale, distribution, region, movement and distance
Be encouraged to develop an enjoyment of History and a curiosity for discovering the past
Develop key historical skills by using inquiry based learning activities
Understand the different sources of historical information, evidence, the work of the archaeologist and the
concept of time

Specialised skills and learning
Students will study the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading, making and using maps
Continents, countries and oceans
Water in the world and its importance as an environmental resource
Place and liveability
What is History and family History?
Ancient Civilisations including Egypt, Greece and China

School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•
•

Workbook & Folio
Research Assignment based on student Inquiry
Oral Presentation based on Research
Topic Tests

Future Studies
•

Students will continue to study Yr 8 Humanities
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Year 8 HUMANITIES

Learning Focus
The Year 8 Humanities Course provides Year 8 students with the opportunity to develop deeper understanding about
key elements of History and Geography.
In this subject students will:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop an understanding of natural and human environments which will have relevance and application in
their everyday lives and enhance their potential to make informed decisions about the environment in which
they live
Develop skills of observation, data collection, data presentation and analysis both individually and when
working cooperatively with others
Understand and apply the key geographic ideas of location, scale, distribution, region, movement and distance
Learn to form opinions and make value judgements about issues based on analysing geographical information
Continue to develop an enjoyment of History and a curiosity for discovering the past
Develop an understanding of past events and investigate how histories are compiled
Understand the cause and effect relationship of events
Evaluate historical sources and historical evidence and draw their own conclusions. Students will understand
why historians differ in their interpretations of Historical events

Specialised skills and learning
Students will study the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Landscapes and landforms with a focus on rivers
Changing nations and the human geography or countries
Life in Medieval Europe
The Black Death
Medieval Japan
Growth of towns, the beginning of parliamentary government

School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•
•

Workbook & Folio
Research Assignment based on student Inquiry
Oral Presentation based on Research
Topic Tests

Future Studies
• Students will continue to study Yr 9 Humanities
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Year 7 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Learning Focus
In Year 7 Health and PE students are provided with an opportunity to develop social and sporting skills through their
participation in a variety of physical challenges and in working with others in groups and teams. Students are also
introduced to elements of Health education and aspects of Human Development.
In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop their hand/eye and foot/eye coordination skills through a variety of sports and units
Develop their levels of fitness
Develop their ability to work cooperatively with others in teams
Improve their understanding of fair play and sportsmanship
Investigate the concept of self and explore adolescence and puberty including body changes in these stages of
the lifespan
Examine “What is health?” and what are the elements of “good health”?
Examine elements of risk taking behaviour, bullying/cyberbullying

Specialised skills and learning
Students will study the following topics and take part in the following practical activities:
• Fitness testing
• Swimming Program and Water Safety (week long compulsory program for all students)
• Athletics
• Ball Handling skills in sports such as; Volleyball, Basketball, Netball, Handball*
• Racket sports (Tennis, Badminton, Table Tennis*)
• Kicking sports (Soccer, Australian Rules, Gaelic Football*)
• Hitting sports (Baseball, Softball, Cricket, Hockey*)
• Research the effects of lifestyle on health and the importance of personal values and nutrition on overall health
• Identify risk taking behaviour and research the positive and negative effects of risk taking
• Explore legal and illegal drugs in Australia and their effects on health
• Identify and explore puberty and adolescence and various case studies linked to making informed choices
• Research sun protection and the risks concerning UV rays in Australia
Please note: for each of the above categories sports may change in 2015 due to facilities
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
• Participation and progress in the program
• Fitness testing and evaluation including theory assessment
• Participation in regular physical education classes
• Maintain a Health Work book
• Complete both individual and group tasks and assignments including research tasks
Future Studies
• Students will continue to study Health and Physical Education in Year 8
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Year 8 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Learning Focus
In Year 8 Health and PE students continue to develop social and sporting skills through their participation in a variety
of physical challenges and in working with others in groups and teams. Students also further develop their
understanding of elements of Health education and aspects of Human Development.
In this subject students will:
• Continue to develop their levels of fitness and improve their understanding of good sportsmanship
• Continue to develop their ability to work cooperatively with others and understand the notion of fair play
• Investigate issues surrounding bullying and cyberbullying
• Investigate major health concerns for adolescents in Australia today
• Explore the importance of relationships and friendship groups and how we cope with the changes in
relationships as well as various types of relationships
• Investigate puberty and adolescence as well as reproduction, contraception, and STI’s
Specialised skills and learning
Students will study the following topics and take part in the following practical activities:
• Fitness testing
• Swimming Program and Water Safety (week long compulsory program for all students)
• Athletics
• Ball Handling skills in sports such as; Volleyball, Basketball, Netball, Handball*
• Racket sports(Tennis, Badminton, Table Tennis*)
• Kicking sports (Soccer, Australian Rules, Gaelic Football*)
• Hitting sports (Baseball, Softball, Cricket, Hockey*)
• Major investigations of adolescent health concerns including; obesity, depression and eating disorders
• The importance of Nutrition in maintaining good health
• Exploring the issues of bullying, cyber bullying and peer pressure and learning assertiveness and resilience
strategies
• Issues relating to growth and development including; understanding your sexual identity, reproductive systems
and the importance of contraception in preventing pregnancy and STI’s
Please note: for each of the above categories sports may change in 2015 due to facilities
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
Fitness testing and evaluation including theory assessment
• Participation in regular physical education classes
• Maintain a Health Work book
• Complete both individual and group tasks and assignments including research tasks
Future Studies
Students will continue to study Physical Education and Health Education in Year 9 and will have the opportunity to
select elective subjects from the PE/Health Domain.
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Year 7 and 8 LANGUAGES
In Years 7 and 8, students study a Language as part of their learning program. Each House is allocated a language.
Banksia, Eucalyptus and Callistemon students study Japanese; Darwinia, Grevillia and Fern students study French and
Hakea students are study Latin. All students in Year 7 and 8 in that House study the nominated language. Students
have the opportunity to continue their learning of a language in Year 9 through the Elective Program.

Year 7 FRENCH

Learning Focus

In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•

Develop listening skills through exposure to a wide variety of materials
Be introduced to practical speaking skills in realistic situations
Develop reading skills and practical writing skills
Be introduced to and gain an understanding of French culture

Specialised Skills and Learning

Students will participate in a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities designed to build their
confidence when communicating in French
Students will learn the vocabulary of the following topics:

•
•
•
•

Famous French people
La ville de Besancon
Les prenoms francais
La societe protectrice des animaux

School assessed Tasks

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•
•

Regular class participation
Maintaining a work book
Research and Project work
Language and culture tests

Future Studies
•

Students will continue to study Year 8 French
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Year 8 FRENCH

Learning Focus

In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•

Continue to develop listening skills through exposure to a wide variety of materials
Further develop practical speaking skills in realistic situations
Continue to develop reading skills and practical writing skills
Continue to explore and develop a more detailed understanding of French culture

Specialised Skills and Learning

Students will participate in a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities designed to build their
confidence in communicating in French.
Students will learn the vocabulary of the following topics:
•
•
•
•

Where to go and what to wear
Making travel arrangements
Postcards and letters
Celebrations with friends

School assessed Tasks

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•
•

Regular class participation
Maintaining a work book
Research and Project work
Language and culture tests

Future Studies
•

Students can continue to study French in Year 9 as an elective both as a minor and major sequence
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Year 7 JAPANESE

Learning Focus

In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•

Develop language skills and broaden student horizons by investigating another country and it’s customs
Engage their curiosity by exploring other value systems and beliefs
Develop ICT and research skills through language inquiry projects including on- line tasks
Develop intercultural and interpersonal skills through various activities including cultural research projects
about Japan and the Japanese community in Australia

Specialised Skills and Learning

Students will participate in a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities designed to build their
confidence in communicating in Japanese.
• Students will learn the vocabulary of the following topics; classroom expressions, introducing myself and
friends, animals, school activities and weekend activities
• Hiragana and 20 new Kanji will be introduced in topic – related contexts

School assessed Tasks

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•
•

Regular class participation
Maintaining a work book
Research and Project work
Language and culture tests

Future Studies
•

Students will continue to study Year 8 Japanese
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Year 8 JAPANESE

Learning Focus

In this subject students will:
• Continue to develop language skills and broaden student horizons by investigating another country and it’s
customs
• Engage their curiosity by exploring other value systems and beliefs
• Further develop ICT and research skills through language inquiry projects including on- line tasks
• Develop intercultural and interpersonal skills through various activities including cultural research projects
about Japan and the Japanese community in Australia

Specialised Skills and Learning

Students will participate in a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities designed to build their
confidence in communicating in Japanese.
• Students will learn the vocabulary of the following topics; family, likes and dislikes, daily routine, school life and
weekend activities
• New kanji will be introduced in topic related contexts and hiragana is consolidated

School assessed Tasks

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
• Regular class participation
• Maintaining a work book
• Research and Project work
• Language and culture tests

Future Studies
•

Students can continue to study Japanese in Year 9 as an elective both as a minor and major sequence
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Year 7 LATIN

Learning Focus

In this subject students will:
• Be introduced to the Latin language and explore the links between English and Latin
• Develop their reading, listening, writing and speaking skills in Latin
• Develop an understanding of Roman Civilisation and its contribution to Western civilisation
• Develop an understanding between Latin and English grammar and vocabulary

Specialised Skills and Learning

Students will participate in a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities designed to build their
confidence in communicating in Latin. Students will study the following topics:
• The study of the city of Pompeii, its customs and culture
• The exploration of Roman family life through the study of a Pompeian family

School assessed Tasks

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
• Regular class participation
• Maintaining a work book
• Research and Project work
• Language and culture tests

Future Studies
•

Students will continue to study Year 8 Latin

Year 8 LATIN
Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
• Continue to study the Latin language and explore the links between English and Latin
• Further develop their reading, listening, writing and speaking skills in Latin
• Develop a deeper understanding of Roman Civilisation and its contribution to Western civilisation
• Continue to develop an understanding between Latin and English grammar and vocabulary
Specialised Skills and Learning
Students will participate in a range of listening, speaking, reading and writing activities designed to build their
confidence in communicating in Latin. Students will study the following topics:
• The further study of the city of Pompeii, its customs and culture
• The exploration of Roman family life through the study of the Caecilius family of Pompeii
School assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
• Regular class participation
• Maintaining a work book
• Research and Project work
• Language and culture tests
Future Studies
• Students can continue to study Latin in Year 9 as an elective both as a minor and major sequence
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The Arts and Design & Technologies
In Years 7 and 8 students study a range of The Arts and Design & Technology subjects from the following list for a
semester over the two years: Art, 3D Art, Food Technology, Music, Drama, Textile Design, Visual Communication
Design and Woodwork.

ART

[One Semester]

Painting

Printmaking

Drawing

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
• Be introduced to a wide range of media and techniques based on the ELEMENTS & PRINCILES of Art such as
colour, texture, tone, composition, pattern and line
• Experience a diverse range of Art materials and techniques
• Develop creative skills
• Develop an understanding and appreciation of artists and Art movements of different cultures
• Maintain a visual and written record of these art experiences in a visual diary

Specialised Skills and Learning
Students will experience the following art mediums and practice the following art techniques:
• Painting
• Printmaking
• Drawing
• Collage
• Mixed Media

School Assessed tasks

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum .
• Maintaining a visual diary and work book
• Completion of research and Theory Projects & tasks

Future Studies
•

Students can continue to study Visual Art in Year 9 as an elective and in Year 10 as a whole year subject
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3D ART [One Semester]

Sculpture

Paper mache

Mixed Media

Clay

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
• Develop creative skills in a range of Art mediums
• Develop the techniques and knowledge when working with different types of materials
for example CLAY CONSTRUCTION, MIXED MEDIA SCULPTURE , PAPER MACHE etc.
• Develop an understanding of the Design and Technology process

Specialised Skills and Learning
• Students will be encouraged to design their own creative pieces, following a set criteria
• The tasks set will vary from simple design elements to the more complex design pieces
• Students will be encouraged to independently use a range of Art processes to reach their goal

School Assessed tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum
.
• Maintaining a visual diary and workbook
• Completion of practical design tasks
• Completion of theory related tasks

Future Studies

Students can continue to study 3D Art as electives in Years 9 and as a whole year subject in Year 10.
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DRAMA [One Semester]

Learning Focus:
In this subject students will:
•
•
•

Be introduced to Drama knowledge and skills as a performing art.
Develop creativity and collaboration skills
Build confidence and self esteem

Specialised Skills and Learning:
Students will study drama in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical movement – use of body
Vocal Development – use of voice
Characterisation – developing characters
Script development – devising a number of group and solo performances
Reflection – learn to evaluate their own and other’s performances.
History and Theory – explore drama through the ages
Design – learning and developing skills in areas of stagecraft such as costume, set and lighting.
Reflection – form opinions and make judgements about their own and peers performance

School assessed tasks:
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•

Regular class participation
Performance and design tasks
Research and Project work

Future Studies:
• Students can continue to study Drama in Year 9 as an elective both as a minor and major sequence, and can
follow this through to year 12
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY

[One Semester]

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop skills in food handling and methods of food production
Develop an understanding of safety in the kitchen and the importance of hygiene
Develop an awareness about the relationship between food, health and technology
Develop organizational and time management skills
Develop problem solving and aspects of design with food products
Develop an aesthetic appreciation of food
Reflect and evaluate their own learning and food productions

Introduction to Food Technology – students explore kitchen safety, the importance of hygiene, kitchen terminology
and measuring techniques.
Thematic Units of Food Production and investigation – students will explore foods from a range of key food groups
incorporating a variety of methods and principles of cookery. Students will be given the opportunity to design and
solve food problems through production based tasks and self - evaluation exercises.
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•

Maintaining a workbook and digital portfolio
Research and design projects
Participation in production work and skill development tasks

Future Studies
Students will be able to apply the skills that they have learnt in Years 9 and 10 Food Technology Electives, and Food
Technology Units in VCE.
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MUSIC

[One Semester]

Learning Focus:

In this subject students will:
• Be introduced to the world of music beyond what they are exposed to on radio and television
• Learn how to define and understand what melody and rhythm is through a variety of activities and educational
games
• Develop an awareness of formal methods of inquiry and also develop research skills

Specialised Skills and Learning:

Students will study music in the following areas:
• Aural recognition – listening skills
• Performance – singing and playing a variety of songs/music
• Composition – make your own music
• Appreciation – learn about the music of others
• Theory – learn to read and write music
• Research – topics in Music
• Reflection – form opinions and make judgements about music

School Assessed tasks:

Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•

Regular class participation
Maintaining a work book
Research and Project work

Future Studies:
•

Students can continue to study Music in Year 9 as an elective both as a minor and major sequence

Please Note:

All students at Dandenong High School are encouraged to learn a musical instrument
as part of their education.
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TEXTILE DESIGN

[One Semester]

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
Students are introduced to Textiles Design through a variety of activities:
• Students work to design briefs and are involved in all steps of the design and production process, from
investigation and design through to production and evaluation of the final product
• Students explore a variety of decorative processes and construction techniques to produce multiple items
• They investigate fibres, yarns and fabrics and discover the properties, characteristics and sources of textiles and
their place in society and the environment
• Students develop skills in analysis and critical thinking and reflect upon all aspects of their learning
Specialised Skills and Learning
Students will study the following topics in Textiles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safety in the Textiles workroom
Be a fibre detective – investigation into natural and synthetic fibres and fabric construction methods
Introduction to hand sewing and embroidery
Sewing machine training
Sustainability in the design industry
Design and production activities – examples include: technology devise storage product, movie merchandise
product, artist and designer inspired elements based home wares product.
Folio production and website production

School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum
•
•
•

Maintaining a production folio and website
Research projects
Completion of practical design tasks

Future Studies
• Product Design - Textiles is a full year subject at Year 9
• T- Shirt Design is a semester course at year 9
• Product Design & Technology is a full year subject at Year 10
• VCE Product Design Textiles runs for Year 11 and 12
These years of study provide students to develop their creativity and produce a folio for interviews at tertiary
institutions.
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN

[One Semester]

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
• Be introduced to the Visual Communication Design Fields of Communication Design, Industrial Design and
Environmental Design Fields and be given an opportunity to extend their design thinking
• Develop and understanding of alternate ways in communicating and learn how to present information and
ideas in a creative and exciting manner
• Develop the ability to understand the graphics of others
• Develop the ability to solve communication and design problems creatively
• To develop skills in freehand drawing, instrumental drawing and gain knowledge of existing drawing
conventions and standards in Communication Design, Industrial Design and Environmental Design
• Use technology in the preparation and reproduction of visual communications
Specialised Skills and Learning
Students will be introduced to the following topics in Visual Communication:
• The design process
• Design Thinking
• Elements and principles of design
• Instrumental drawing
• Marketing
• Illustration
• Symbology
School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
• Maintaining a workbook
• Research projects
• Completion of practical design tasks
Future Studies
Visual Communication is an elective subject at Years 9, a whole year subject at Year 10 and continues to VCE,
Units 1-4. The study of Visual Communication and Design would be an advantage to students who may wish to pursue
a career in Communication Design Fields such as Graphic Design, Web Design, Typography. Industrial Design Fields
such as Engineering, Product Design, Fashion Design. Environmental Design Fields such as Architecture, Interior
Design, Theatre Design. Equally Visual Communication Design is a valuable subject for students wishing to improve
their communication skills.
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WOODWORK

[One Semester]

Learning Focus
In this subject students will:
•
•
•

Complete several 3 dimensional models gaining knowledge in the areas of safety, set out and design, working
with design briefs, practical skills and the use of tools within the woodwork area
Build self confidence and develop their organisational skills and their ability to work independently while
competing a series of tasks to set deadlines
Improve their motor skills and coordination and further develop their inter-personal skills when working with
others

Specialised Skills and Learning
Students will complete the following tasks in Woodwork:
•
•

Develop a folio of wood pieces that includes: design briefs, production and evaluation and reflection of the
finished product
Students will be introduced to elements of woodwork, such as types of woods, finishing and protecting
wooden products

School Assessed Tasks
Performance on the following tasks will provide evidence of student progress in relation to the expected level of the
Victorian Curriculum.
•
•
•

Maintaining a visual diary and workbook
Research projects
Completion of practical design tasks

Future Studies
Students can continue to study Woodwork as an elective in Years 9 and as a whole year subject at Year 10. Woodwork
is also a VCE subject.
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