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DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL IS AN ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH EVERY STUDENT IS ABLE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS

Term 2 as always has been busy 
and eventful. Students quickly 
settled down to focus on their 
learning and teachers continued 
to design Learning Sequences and 
develop their practice, through 
the newly formed Professional 
Learning teams or PLTs. 
This term, what I always called the 
business end of the Semester, was 
very much about assessment and 
feedback. Year 7 and 9 students 

completed NAPLAN testing in May with nearly 100% 
attendance. Year 10 and Year 11 students participated in the 
end of term examination program and all students enrolled 
in a VCE subject, sat the GAT on the 8th June.
Parents please note that end of Semester Reports are now 
live on Compass and parent teacher interviews will be 
held early in Term 3. I encourage all families to arrange an 
appointment with teachers to discuss their child’s learning 
progress.
A highlight of the term was definitely “Futures Week” in 
Week 9. All Year 10 students participated in this introduction 
to career planning. This provided a range of experiences 
including; industry and tertiary visits, key note speakers, 
work placement and targeted activities designed to 
encourage students to explore potential pathways options. 
Feedback from students, supervising teachers and outside 
presenters was extremely positive, with all participants 
highly engaged in this excellent program. Year 10 students 
will attend a pathways interview with their parents early in 
Semester 2, before selecting their Senior Studies program 
for 2019.

The school’s focus on improvement continues with all goals 
identified in our AIP, well on track. I must remind all families 
of our communities’ commitment to increase student 
attendance this year. This is critical in order to ensure 
every student experiences positive learning growth and 
reaches their potential. International research emphasises 
the negative impact of recurrent absences from school 
on learning and this accumulates if a student has low 
attendance over subsequent years. In 2018, each House will 
be monitoring attendance, regularly contacting families to 
arrange support and trialling a range of strategies designed 
to increase each student’s connection to school. I would 
encourage any parents who have concerns regarding their 
child’s attendance to contact their House Leadership team.

Semester one ended on a “high note” with our most 
successful Chorale competition yet.  The event was nearly 
entirely student led and the quality of the music as always 
was excellent. However, this year the success of the evening 
moved beyond the singing. There is no doubt for many in 
the audience, that Chorales has become a symbol of who we 
are as a school community, an opportunity to demonstrate 
strong House spirit and an example of student commitment 
to excellence. Well done to all students who took part and 
congratulations to Eucalyptus, the winning House. They 
were simply outstanding.

I wish you all a restful holiday and hope you brave the 
Melbourne winter. I look forward to welcoming you back in 
Term 3 on Monday 16th July.
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The sense of a fresh start and 
new beginnings was evident in 
the first few weeks of Term 1 
in Banksia House. It was a time 
of anticipation as students and 
teachers enthusiastically engaged 

in the learning programs. But it was soon down to 
business especially for our senior students as they 
began their first round of SATs and SACs.

It was also a time to participate in the various 
opportunities the school has to offer. It was an 
opportunity to welcome our new year 7 parents and 
their children at the Year 7 Information Afternoon. 
We congratulate our new House Leaders:
Gabi B.  Joe T. and our SRC captain, Aqela H. 

At the recent swimming carnival Banksia House 
students from across all year levels participated 
because of their encouragement and support and 
we are looking forward to the Athletics competition 
and Chorals in Term 2.

The start of the school year is also a time to reflect 
and reassess the educational and learning goals 
we would like to achieve. As a team of teachers in 
Banksia House we have committed to focusing on 
how we can continue a positive attitude to learning 
by promoting and celebrating student achievement 
and encouraging 100% attendance. As part of these 
initiatives there are examples of student work on our 
digital noticeboard and displays, regular feedback in 
all classes and we are all working hard to look after 
our learning spaces. In Banksia House we hope to 
build a respectful and caring learning environment 
for all students so that they can achieve their best.

We look forward to the rest of the year and all the 
opportunities Dandenong High School has to offer. 
Our teachers in Banksia House are ready, willing and 
able to help students make it the best year yet.

In Callistemon House, Term 2 
has been one full of exceptional 
achievements and productive 
activities. We began Term 2 with the 
Year 7 Camp. Many Year 7 students 
from across the school went to 

Phillip Island Adventure Resort with Mr. Beattie and a 
number of enthusiastic teachers. They had a wonderful 
time engaged in activities and getting to know each 
other. As well as the Camp, Callistemon House hosted 
Grade 5 and 6 students from local Primary Schools. 
Members of our Student Leadership Team, Ms. Ly 
and other wonderful staff, supported our Discover 
Dandenong Days that gave the students a taste of our 
school. 
Our focus for Term 2, was about ensuring all learning 
taking place is positive, meaningful and focused. Our 
Student Leaders are working on activities to ensure 
students are supporting each other, being kind, and 
learning with and from each other successfully. 

We have had a large number of Callistemon students 
involved in District and Inter-School sporting activities. 
All our students have represented the school well and 
shown outstanding commitment. 

Callistemon did an outstanding job at the Athletics 
Carnival coming second place. It is a credit to all our 
students who participated in events. All who were there 
had a wonderful day. 

The Year 9 and Year 10 students have undertaken 
activities to support their Pathways choices as they 
move in to Senior School in the future. We have had 
numerous guest speakers and excursions and the 
students have represented themselves and the school 
well. Finally, our Year 7 students have completed their 
Project Based Learning work this term culminating in 
a presentation at the Theatre. Congratulations to all 
involved in this valuable school program. 
At the end of a busy Term 2, I would like to thank 
everyone for their hard work and commitment and 
wish you all a wonderful holiday. We wish our Chorale 
singers every success in the school competition, they 
have brightened the House with their beautiful voices 
and their commitment is admirable. 
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I would like to acknowledge the 
outstanding teaching and learning 
we have seen within our House 
throughout the year to date. From 
the first day of the year, when our 
staff and students arrived with a 

strong sense of purpose and readiness for the year 
ahead, until now the halfway point of the year, we 
have been impressed with the way our students 
have settled into their learning and the routines of 
each school day.

Term 2 has been a particularly rich term in regards 
to the diversity of school-wide programs and 
learning opportunities available to our students. 
One particular event, the School Athletics Carnival, 
held on a beautiful May autumn day, exemplified 
our students’ positive attitude and house spirit. As 
always, our students were terrific! They participated 
broadly within the various events and got behind 
each of their housemates in support when not 
competing themselves.

Our Year 10s and 11 recently undertook their mid-
year exams. This was a highly valuable learning 
opportunity for our students. Providing the means 
for our students to both consolidate their prior 
knowledge, skills and concepts and take advantage 
of the invaluable practice of working within an exam 
environment. Without doubt, this will only serve to 
benefit our students as they continue to progress 
through their Senior Studies.

Our students and staff have been extremely busy 
during the last part of this term in preparation 
for the highly anticipated 2018 House Chorales 
Competition. All our students involved in this 
program have put in a huge effort and shown 
considerable dedication to the work. We wish them 
the best of luck on the night and are proud of the 
way they have already represented our house in 
their commitment to the program.

The Darwinia House Leadership team, teaching and 
support staff, wish our families the very best for the 
Term 2 break ahead.

H0use News
DARWINIA HOUSE

Term 2 was very much a ‘busy’ 
time for students and staff in 
Eucalyptus House. Students were 
focused on their learning and staff 
continued to find better ways in 
which to challenge and cater for 

the needs of students. We saw students represented 
in a variety of co-curricular activities throughout 
the term. There were a number of incursions and 
excursions offered. For example, a group of Year 
10 students were invited by Swinburne Institute to 
explore pathway options for the future. Furthermore, 
our Year 10 students engaged in a week long 
Futures Week, allowing them to think about and 
explore what the future beyond school may look 
like. 
The Athletics Carnival was highly successful with 
Eucalyptus in third place. There were a number of 
outstanding performances by some of our students. 
Rasha achieved a new school record in the 1500m 
run with a time of 6:46.96 and Mun in Triple Jump. 
Maria competed in three events and became the 
13Yr Female Champion, Holden in six events and the 
16Yr Male Champion and Mun in four events, is the 
20Yr Male Champion. Well done to these students 
and to all those who also competed for the House. 
In March, the Year 7 students across the school 
participated in an all-day Sports Day.  Eucalyptus 
students demonstrated good sportsmanship and 
also achieved first place. 
We welcomed staff members, Ms Van Rooy, Ms 
Sherry and Mr Lisewski-Lee to the House and 
hope they enjoy their time at the school. Mr 
Lawton, a Senior Maths teacher for many years, 
also announced his retirement from teaching. We 
wish him the very best. Miss Hoyune has left us for 
a short time, as she prepares for the birth of her 
second child.
As we near the end of another term, I would like to 
acknowledge the continued commitment of staff 
in Eucalyptus House and for the support I receive 
from my Leadership Team. Thank you also to the 
House Student Leaders who continue to challenge 
themselves to be the best they can be. May you 
all have a restful break and I look forward to what 
awaits us all in Term 3. 

EUCALPTUS HOUSE



Welcome to Grevillea’s news for 
term 2. The term is almost over and 
as I reflect upon it I can’t believe 
how much we have been able to 
achieve. I am proud and joyful to 
report that following our win at the 

swimming carnival in Term 1, Grevillea House also 
won the Athletics carnival! Now if we could only win 
the chorales as well!!!??

As part of our “Strategic and Community Partnerships” 
whole school responsibility we have enabled a large 
number of our year 10 students to access a Corporate 
Mentor through programs that have been funded by 
one of our most valued partners the ABCN (Australian 
Business Community Network) Twenty five of our 
year 10 students will be completing the “Aspirations” 
program, whilst 8 of our high achieving year 11 girls 
have recently completed the “Focus” program.

We are looking forward to 50 of our year 10 students 
attending the annual “Lunch with the Winners” 
function early next term, where they will have the 
opportunity to engage with young local entrepreneurs 
who have achieved extraordinary success in their 
chosen field.

Our hope is that these opportunities provide our 
students with further options to consider about their 
future. Term 3 will offer our year 10 students the 
opportunity to apply for scholarships and bursaries 
through our corporate partners. News of these will be 
provided to students through their House Leadership 
teams.

Year 9 students from Grevillea and Hakea houses will 
be piloting the “Videos for Change” program with 
our partners at “High Resolves”. This is an exciting 
program that will take place during their Learning 
tutor. I look forward to providing you with more 
details about this next term.

As the term ends next week, I wish you all a safe and 
restful break and look forward to the challenges and 
opportunities and learnings that Term 3 will bring. 
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Term 2 has been a busy term 
for Fern House with students 
achieving success in many areas 
and engaging in a variety of 
learning experiences.

We would like to congratulate Fertun B. for being 
appointed as an Inky awards judge. The Inky awards 
are for young adult literature. 

Pua T. and Dejan J. were both awarded Student of 
the Week in Fern for their outstanding contributions 
to the wider school community. Congratulations to 
both of you! Well done to all other students who 
have been awarded Student of the Week this term: 
Victor V., Fahma B., Farwa A., Aisha A.O., Mayisha C. 
and Princy P.

Fern 9 have been participating in the World of 
Work program in Learning Tutor. As part of this 
they organised and hosted a networking event. 
They invited people from education, community, 
transport, entertainment, health care and business.

Fern 7 have been completing a Science and 
Humanities project based learning unit “A world 
without water”. They worked in teams to complete a 
case study and design a water filtration system. One 
team was selected from each house to present their 
work to the whole year 7 group. Congratulations 
to Manya S.C., Akshith K.I., Dibi J.S., Prabhav M. and 
Dero A.S. who were selected to represent Fern 
House. Their presentation was detailed and they 
presented confidently, well done!

During week 10 of term all year 10s participated 
in Futures Week to explore their future pathways. 
As part of this week they went on excursions to 
universities and TAFEs and had presentations 
and information sessions about school pathways 
available to them for year 11 and 12.

FERN HOUSE GREVILLEA HOUSE



Term 2 has been another busy term 
for teachers and students in Hakea 
House. We have welcomed quite 
a few new students, all of whom 
have settled in well, making new 
friends and becoming part of our 

vibrant and inclusive learning community. From the 
beginning of the day the House of Yellow, as we like 
to call it, has a warm and friendly buzz about it and is 
always a happy and productive place to be. 

Our students participated well in the School Athletics 
Carnival and wore their House Colour with pride. 
The costumes added to the colour of the day, the 
atmosphere was celebratory and there were great 
personal achievements had by many students. We 
were very proud of all those who represented our 
House. 

With House Chorales just around the corner, our 
students have been committed to doing their best 
and we wish them well for what will be a great night’s 
entertainment not to be missed. 

Our SRC is going from strength to strength, planning 
events to fundraise for our chosen charity – Fight 
MND! Watch out for movie days on the cooler days, an 
Indoor Soccer event and some tasty treats and food 
for sale. We hope for great support in these events to 
fundraise for this worthy cause. Our Junior SRC reps 
are going to be organising the Duty Student roster, 
with some choice of partners for students. They are 
also working to get a Year 9 Sport day organised, 
taking this idea to the Student Voice group. Please 
support the SRC by participating in events, and please 
pass on any further ideas to our SRC reps as they are 
keen to give our Hakea students their ‘Voice’ in what 
happens at Dandenong High School. 

The Hakea House Leadership team, teaching and 
support staff, wish our families all the best for the 
term 2 break.  

HAKEA HOUSE
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H0use News  Upcoming Dates

Monday 16th July
TERM 3 BEGINS - full winter school 
uniform

Monday 23rd July
HARRY POTTER WEEK

Thursday 2nd August
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Friday 10th & Saturday 11th August
SCHOOL PRODUCTION – 39 STEPS

Week beginning 20th August
SMILES ONSITE DENTAL VAN FOR YEARS 10 
& 11

Week of 10th September
YEAR 12 PRACTICE EXAMS

Week beginning 17th September
INTERNATIONAL WEEK

21st September
END TERM 3
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WATERCOLOUR TECHNIQUE 
WORKSHOP
During Term 1 Yr12 Studio Art students were given a workshop 
during class time regarding watercolour techniques by one 
of our 2017 Yr12 ex-students whom had expertise in this 
area. Students were shown how to stretch paper, different 
types of papers that may be used, wet on wet techniques, 
dry techniques, and many more. Watercolour painting is a 
technique that needs to be fully understood to achieve high 
level outcomes. Student enjoyed the honesty and the skills 
that Adelina displayed during her workshop. Adelina was 
happy to give her contact details to students to further assist 
them and exposed them to many other artist whom work in 
watercolour.

within the Visual Arts and in many more subject areas. 
Although this is great it may take a little time for the Visual 
Arts to get their hands onto it, it will be in great demand once 
the news get out. This is another tool that will be available 
to many students at Dandenong High School with many 
possibilities of being creative. We are ensuring that many 
of our students will have the opportunity with the latest 
technology and trends that is being used by many artists.

More exciting news is that our Domain Leader and Learning 
Leaders were given an opportunity to visit our new Visual 
Arts Centre with Mrs Odgen and Mr Dewar and technology 
staff so that we may begin to think how best we will use this 
space. The school has taken teachers advice and the space 
will be exciting to work in. This will occur in 2019.

VISUAL ARTS REPORT
What a busy semester in the Visual Arts this year has been. 
Senior students have attended exhibitions Term 1 and 2 
which supports their learning, Teachers have attended 
Professional Days in specialist subjects which further 
enhance students learning. Many staff have had pre-service 
teachers in preparation of future Visual Arts teachers.
Some exciting news is that through teachers professional 
Development days information has been brought back into 
the school and the school has purchased Oculus rift which 
allows new technology
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Year 12 Drama Ensemble #METOO.

On the 31st of May, the Year 12 Drama class performed their 
non-naturalistic play based on the #METOO movement to an 
audience of family, friends, staff members and peers.

This play, written entirely by the students, explored a range 
of moments from history, from the Media and from social 
and/or domestic life where women have been treated 
disrespectfully, as less than equals or even as ‘property’. It 
also addressed the growing movement of women who are 
starting to fight back and bravely expose the industries and 
men in power who exploit the vulnerable and the weak.

The non-naturalistic techniques and conventions that the 
Year 12 drama students have been studying were used to 
great effect, and served to engage and confront the audience 
with images and stories that evoked significant emotions. 
There was nothing but praise for the performance from the 
audience, who also expressed strong opinions about having 
this play presented repeatedly to others, because of its 
important messages.

I would like to offer my congratulations to the following 
students for this unforgettable performance, and 
acknowledge their bravery and strength in addressing such 
an issue maturely, with confidence and with determination 
to make a difference. Well done: 
Liam L, Maurice P, Farah R, Dylan W, Mary Y & Kristian E… you 
have made me very proud.

Ms Marbani,
Senior Drama.

Raheel B  D09
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Student Leader’s Canberra Trip
At Dandenong High School we value Student Leadership, and 
in order to support and foster such an important aspect of our 
school, we have developed an extensive Student Leadership 
Program that involves many activities and experiences aimed 
at developing and supporting our Student Leaders. A key 
aspect of the program is a Student Leader’s trip to Canberra.

This camp was undertaken over four days from Monday 26th 
– Thursday 29th March and allowed students to experience 
and develop an understanding of how our Nation’s leadership 
structure operates and the various levels of leadership. 
Students also experienced exhibits of significance such as 
Government House, Parliament House, Australian Institute of 
Sport, High Court of Australia, the War Memorial and National 
Art Gallery. The following are reflections of student leaders 
on their experiences in Canberra:

Our visit to Government House was a highlight as I was able 
to meet the Governor General and ask him questions about 
not only his role, but his personal experiences too. It was an 
absolute honour, something I will never forget. He talked 
about the importance of leadership and highlighted integrity 
as a key quality that is vital to any leader, so I related to him 
on a personal level.

Personally, I enjoyed the National Portrait Gallery and 
Parliament House as these two locations highlighted unique 
examples of leadership and how ordinary people, just like 
me, can make a significant contribution that benefits so many 
people. 
It was interesting to meet Mr Julian Hill MP, who represents 
the community of Dandenong. He provided us with an insight 
into his role in Parliament and how we can enact change as 
leaders. 

At the War Memorial, I was able to immerse myself in 
outstanding examples of bravery by Australians, who were 
serving their country.  Their courage to persevere and work 
together through the greatest of hardships is inspiring
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JOIN 
SPORTS CAMPS AUSTRALIA 
AND KIDZPHYZ
THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
AT A SPORTS CAMP
NEAR YOU!

AFL        FUTSAL        SOCCER        NETBALL        BASKETBALL        MULTISPORT

1800 753 127
www.sportscampsaustralia.com.au
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Anzac Day 2018
ANZAC Day plays a huge part in the Australian community 
where we remember, honour and commemorate all of 
the Australian and New Zealand forces that served for our 
country. I was honoured to present a speech in our whole 
school ANZAC Day assembly where I had the opportunity tell 
the magnificent story of Sir John Monash. It was a memorable 
experience as I was able to present my insight into what I felt 
about ANZAC day, and how it affects me as an individual every 
day. It was extraordinary to see that not only the school, but 
the rest of our nation was able to commemorate and honour 
those who have served, and who are currently serving today.

On ANZAC Day, four of the Student Leadership Executive 
Team had the opportunity to attend the Pillars of Freedom 
at the Dandenong Community Service. As School Captains, 
Bianca Baker and I were honoured to speak in front of 
thousands of Greater Dandenong locals as part of the ANZAC 
service. It was a truly rewarding experience where I felt a 
sense of belonging and community, as all of us as a nation, 
are remembering and commemorating those who have 
allowed us to live the lives we have today. 

Ellmir Asipi- School Captain

to lay a wreath as a symbolism of respect for the countless 
soldiers that fought in the war, who struggled in emotional 
and physical strains of leaving their loved ones to fight a 
war in foreign lands. The struggles and sacrifices of these 
brave men and women allowed us to continue living a life a 
freedom. 

It is astonishing at the fact of how quickly an individual’s 
ideas can change when given the exposure to an ANZAC 
ceremony and the deep importance of remembering the 
soldiers, both fallen, and present. At this time, all students 
and staff members paid our respect through our “Minute of 
Silence” and listening to the stories of those who went to 
war. The day after school ceremony, I was privileged enough 
to stand with my fellow student leaders to represent the 
school in front of the Dandenong community at the Pillars 
of Freedom on Anzac Day. The lesson I learned from this 
experience will linger with me, as Australians we continue to 
remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Justin Truong- SRC President

I’ve always known about Anzac Day and its recognition in 
Dandenong High School. However, I was still somewhat 
ignorant in the significance of this commemoration. My 
perspective on what seemed as a day of simply acknowledging 
the fallen soldiers that fought for our country changed. This 
year as a student representative for the school, I participated 
in the ANZAC ceremony at Dandenong High School
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Record Breaking Reading in the LRC
In Term 2, the LRC  has been celebrating record breaking 
student book borrowing numbers and smashed all previous 
years’ figures for the number of students who have completed 
the 2018 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge (VPRC), as 
compared to any result previously recorded at the same time 
in the reading history of Dandenong High School.  Thank 
you to all teachers, Reading Coaches, the LRC Team and Ms 
Sellenger who has been leading the VPRC Program and, of 
course, to all of the students who have been reading with 
abandon.  If you are in years 7 to 10, you are encouraged 
to continue reading and to add books to the VPRC website 
until September 7th.  Please help your House break even 
more reading records.  What better time than on the holidays 
to do some of that fantastic reading you have been putting 
off all year?  We have a library of eBooks and links to some 
wonderful free reading that you can enjoy. Visit our Library 
website for more information. 

Student Agency is really important to all of us in the LRC.  
Fifty four students made it through a rigorous selection 
process to become our 2018 Teen Library Advisor heroes.  
These students regularly meet and help out in the LRC.  
Board Game Friday is one of their new initiatives and it has 
been incredibly successful.  Also, we are looking forward to a 
fantastic Manga Day that they are organising for Term 3.

There were also various events and celebrations to highlight 
the joy and power of reading this term, including:  May the 
Fourth Be With You (a Star Wars themed week), a Pop Up 
Library which made an appearance during the Athletics 
Carnival and a visit to all year 7s from the award winning and 
much loved author, Oliver Phommavanh.  The feedback from 
students to Oliver’s workshops was overwhelmingly positive 
and included comments such as:  

• You have inspired me to write more and how to 
enjoy it.  I think now I will be a better writer from what you 
have told me.  (Cristal)
• Your books are hilarious just like you.  You’re such 
a huge inspiration.  I hope to read more of your books in the 
future. (Madina)
• Your books are so funny.  I love reading them.  I hope 
you make another for me to read.  (Leroy)
• So far, from what I have read, your books are funny 
and keep people who don’t really like to read entertained.  
I’m glad you are doing what you love.  We all love having you 
here.  Hopefully, you will come back! (Selina)

In closing, we would like to wish all of our students a happy, 
safe holiday and encourage you to keep reading books that 
you love with your families.   Remember, that choosing to 
read books for enjoyment during the holidays is not only fun, 
but, it will make you smarter.
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Exciting Events in the 
LRC in term 3! 

Beginning July 30 

DbsfmF 
 

Author Visit 1: Scott Gardner (Author of Sparrow) 

Thursday August 16  

      

Author visit 2: Morris Gleitzman!!  

Friday, August 17 
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On the 23rd of May 2018, our teacher Miss McPherson 
generously organised an excursion, to show case the many 
beautiful arts found around Melbourne’s tight lanes. The 
class were looking forward to the day with excitement and an 
open mind to absorb some of the techniques the street artists 
were using. It was a pretty, cold day, but that couldn’t supress 
our excitement as we met at Dandenong Station. We took 
the train to Melbourne Central and then walked to Blenders 
Lane to inspect some of the street art. It was very motivating 
and delighting to see how the artists used the wall space to 
portray their imagination and their view of society. 

We also continued to walk to other surrounding lanes to look 
at some more artworks. It was pretty surreal to absorb all of 
the artworks, you could really see how much work it took for 
some of them. After we finished looking around the lanes, 
we then walked back to Melbourne Central for a well needed 
break. We took the time to relax and ate our food, which we 
brought from a variety of food stores. We also filled up our 
questions sheet, which Miss McPherson distributed amongst 
the class.

The question sheet really ensured us that we paid attention 
to the artwork and its inner meaning. Our journey continued 
to Hosier Lane, where we actually saw an artist in the progress 
of making his spray paint artwork. There were a variety of 
stunning artworks that were made by professional artists. 
Some were of a large scale while others were little.

We then proceeded to go to AC/DC Lane where we looked 
and analysed the artworks on display. As we left AC/DC Lane 
to go to another laneway Ms Lewis hilariously got us lost, 
but in the end, we found it thankfully. We then stopped at 
Presgrave Place where we found not just 2D artworks, but 
also 3D artworks, which really diversifies the ways you can 
create artwork. 

Graffiti/Street Art Excursion

We then went to the final lane way for the day (not sure 
what it’s called), where we rested a little bit while looking 
at the artworks. We walked back to Flinders Station and took 
the train back to Dandenong Station. The day was really 
entertaining and action-packed, and I am sure that the class 
now have a deeper understanding and knowledge of the 
Graffiti/ Street Art world.

We then proceeded to go to AC/DC Lane where we looked 
and analysed the artworks on display. As we left AC/DC Lane 
to go to another laneway Ms Lewis hilariously got us lost, 
but in the end, we found it thankfully. We then stopped at 
Presgrave Place where we found not just 2D artworks, but 
also 3D artworks, which really diversifies the ways you can 
create artwork. We then went to the final lane way for the day 
(not sure what it’s called), where we rested a little bit while 
looking at the artworks. We walked back to Flinders Station 
and took the train back to Dandenong Station. The day was 
really entertaining and action-packed, and I am sure that the 
class now have a deeper understanding and knowledge of 
the Graffiti/ Street Art world.

Raheel B  D09
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Futures Week (June 18th to 22nd) is an immersive and 
engaging week long program which aims to help students to 
make informed decisions about their Senior Studies program, 
in line with their future career pathway choices. 

 “Futures week was a positive experience for me since it 
gave me a better understanding of the subjects that were 
available for us and pathway options E.g. we could do a 
subject were good at to achieve a higher ATAR score rather 
than doing a difficult subject. The week also gave me a better 
understanding of how the senior classes ran and the topics 
we might learn if we choose that particular subject.
The highlight of the week for me was the excursion since it 
made think about pathway options I never thought about. 
I enjoyed the activities that the university staff had put 
together for us, I choose law and health which I absolutely 
loved. I also loved the domain area presentation I think that 
gave a better idea of the subjects available for us next year. 
Overall, this week was amazing it really gave me a better 
understanding of the subject choices and I now have a better 
idea of what I want to do next year”

-Baseera H 

What is the program?

Each day of Future’s Week has a targeted focus, with Monday 
being about inspiration and motivation and learning about 
each students own individual strengths and personality 
types. 

Tuesday’s focus was on the importance of building 21st 
century employability skills and understanding how student 
leadership opportunities in years 11 and 12 can aid students, 
both during their senior schooling and also in their future life.
Having a taste of University life at Deakin, Monash or 
Federation University on Wednesday, allowed students to 

Year 10 – Future’s Week

further study, as well as being really enjoyable and engaging. 
There were a range of activities on offer, such as Moot Court, 
Robotics and Coding, 

Life Drawing, Digital Media, Nursing and a great Psychology 
activity on how to tell when someone is lying! All students 
were incredibly engaged in the activities and the feedback 
from the day is that they found the experience very valuable, 
but also great fun.

“The week gave me a better understanding of what subjects 
to consider for next year and what I will need to choose for 
my pathway. It helped me understand the different units (1, 
2, 3 and 4) and what VCE, VET and VCAL teach and which 
will benefit me. It also gave me a better detailed insight to 
university.
The excursions gave me more insight about the subject 
courses. The presentations gave a lot of information that was 
helpful and to take on board a subject I enjoy rather than 
doing a subject I find difficult to get a better ATAR score.
The subject area presentations helped give more 
information about the subjects available and cleared up any 
misunderstandings. (e.g. English, EAL English, literature and 
English language.)“

-Rabiha A

On Thursday, a variety of incursions and excursions, aligned 
to future career interests, allowed students to explore more 
about a particular pathway. Victoria University provided a 
science show, with explosions, experiments and excitement. 
Monash University delivered an interactive health experience, 
showcasing several different health pathways. Some students 
travelled to Monash Clayton to participate in a cybersecurity 
experience, some went to Casey College of Beauty Services
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Year 10 – Future’s Week - continued
and learnt about careers in the beauty industry and others 
went to Try Build and were hands on in the Building and 
Construction trade.

There were also excursions to Chisholm Berwick (bricklaying 
and health), VFA Learning (careers in sport) and Federation 
University (robotics).

Each day, except Wednesday, also had a dedicated Domain 
information focus, designed to assist students to make really 
informed subject choices for their senior studies program. 

On the final day of Futures Week, the Careers and Pathways 
teams provided the students with information to help them 
connect all of the experiences and activities in order to help 
them to clarify their thinking about each individual pathway 
into the senior school and beyond. 
Course Selection for Year 11 commences early in term 3, 
so this gives students and families time to consider all of 
the information and make the best choice for their future. 
Parents/Guardians are invited to attend these interviews, in 
order to support the students and to have an opportunity to 
ask any questions about the available programs and subjects. 

“Futures Week was a great experience for my friends and I 
since we got so much out of it.
Personally, I enjoyed the excursions and incursions because 
it was gave me more insight about my future pathway 
options and the different universities I can attend to since 
the university I attended have previously have never heard 
of. The presentations given for the different VCE subjects 
were really well informative and I didn’t mind listening to 
all the presentations because they were really informative. 
In the future I suggest the students are given a timetable 
so there isn’t confusion with the sessions and the groups. 
Overall, I really enjoyed this week as it taught me more about 
my pathway career options”

-Shobita R

Teachers comment

“I had the pleasure to attend the Deakin University excursion 
with our Year 10s today. All students behaved beautifully. 
In the workshops organised for them, they participated 
enthusiastically and intelligently. I was supervising the 
students who chose to participate in a mock trial as 
prosecuting and defence teams.

The eloquence, clear thinking, creativity and humour of 
our students was outstanding and was remarked on by 
the University Mentors, who said they found our students 
inspiring. Quite a few of the speakers were my Philosophy 
students, of whom I was extremely proud. The Mentors 
also told me that Dandenong High School students are so 
impressive compared to students from other schools. Again 
in the final session, all the Mentors commented that in every 
session, our students were wonderful!”
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Parents are often worried about hosting teenage parties. Most 
teenagers need guidance and many look to their parents for 
help in planning a safe party. Teenagers from Year 8 to Year 
10, in particular, benefit from the support and direction of 
their parents. Establishing agreed parameters for safe parties 
is an important role for parents.

Naomi Oakley, Managing Director of U-nome Security and 
Founder of Safe Partying Australia, has developed an e-book 
that will provide parents of students with information to 
ensure they are well equipped to handle most situations. As 
well as providing input on invitation details, communication 
of the party, guest lists, informing police, control of teen 
behaviour, access to alcohol, Naomi will also provide other 
important tips to ensure your party runs as smoothly and 
safely as possible. 
 
 “I can’t stress enough that importance of having a safe venue 
and an Alcohol Management Plan. ” 
Naomi Oakley has worked with the Victorian Police for 13 
years and has an additional 13 years experience in private 
teenage party security. She has planned and worked at over 
1500 teenage parties and is leading the way in party safety 
and security nationally.

Further enquiries:
Please contact Naomi on: mobile 0417363742

If you answered “yes” to any of the above, you won’t want to miss this 
transformational program that will equip you to secure your future in 
Australia.  It will run over six weeks and will cover the following:

• How to communicate and present well to prospective 
employer
• Why qualifications are not sufficient to secure your ideal job
• What is emotional intelligence, and why this can be more 
important than your skills
• How to network effectively to build relationships
• Identify the right job for you right now
• How to make your resume stand out and win more interviews
• How to increase your confidence and make the right 
impression at interviews
• communicate to be well understood using accent 
neutralisation techniques
• explore the job market and identify suitable jobs
• prepare you thoroughly so you win that interview

Dates:  Wednesdays – 18 July, 25 July, 1 August, 8 August, 
15 August, 22 August
Time:  9:30am -12:30pm
Venue  Doveton Neighbourhood Learning Centre
  34 Oak Avenue, Doveton
Cost  Free
Bookings:  www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-successful-migrant-
expression-of-interest-tickets-46879609173 
For more information please contact Doveton Neighbourhood 
Learning Centre on 9791 1449


