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DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL IS AN ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH EVERY STUDENT IS ABLE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS

Principals message

Term 3 has reached its
conclusion in a flurry of
activity. Students and
Teachers have focused
on their learning, with
many assessment tasks
completed in the final
weeks. I and the executive leadership team
have begun visiting
outstanding Technology
facilities across the state
as we begin to develop
Susan Ogden - Principal
the plans with architects
for our new STEM centre.We had a very special visit
from The Parliamentary Secretary for Schools, Tim
Richardson MP and Minister Williams, Minister for
Women who met with me, selected school leaders and teachers, to discuss the school’s transition
program. This was a fact finding mission for government to identify effective strategies our school
uses to promote belonging and connection for
their students and recognition of the outstanding
way Dandenong High School builds connections
with its community.
As some of our families are aware, this is a critical
time for our Senior students. This week our VCE
students have been completing practice exams,
which will be pivotal in providing targeted feedback to guide their final revision program. In these
final weeks VCAL students are completing units of
work to satisfy completion of their Senior certificate.
Year 12 VCE students will need to use their holiday
break wisely wisely and ensure they are fully

prepared for their final exams that will begin on
Wednesday 30th October. The first three weeks of
next term will be pivotal of these students as they
begin a targeted revision program. While we are all
looking forward to the celebrations in week 3 of next
term which include, the Year 12 dinner and final
assembly, a challenge for our graduating students and
their families will be to maintain a balance between
their learning and creating memories.
As always Term 3 brings a number of programs that
provide our students with the opportunities to both
explore and celebrate our community. Year 9 students
participated in City Week which was an incredibly
positive experience for them and their teachers.
We are proud of the way they worked together,
represented the school in the wider community and
the depth of learning they achieved.
A highlight for the school community in Term 3
is always our “International Week” celebrations.
International week culminated in the cultural concert
on Thursday 12th September where students from
many of our different nationalities celebrated their
cultural heritage through dance and music. As always,
a fantastic way to end the Term.
I wish you all a restful holiday and hope you enjoy
the warmth of the spring sunshine. I look forward
to welcoming you back in Term 4 on Monday 7th
October, when on the 21st November we celebrate
the 100 year anniversary of the laying of the “School
Foundation Stone”.
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H0use News
BANKSIA HOUSE

CALLISTEMON HOUSE

As the Term comes to a close
and as I reflect on our work,
I am incredibly proud of our
achievements. Learning for all
remains at the centre, with
critical reflection for staff
and students strengthening our
focus and direction.
Our attendance rates continue to be strong
across all year levels, which is incredibly
pleasing. We have seen a significant number
of students improve their attendance when
compared to the same time last year and we are
so pleased with each student’s improvement. Our
focus in Term 4 will shift to not only improving
attendance, but, lateness to class and lateness
to School so as to further improve student
learning outcomes. We would really appreciate
the support of our families in reporting student
absence and lateness to School which is critically
important as communicated by the Department of
Education.
I have had the pleasure of engaging in Learning
Walks this Term to observe students through the
learning process. The aim of the Learning Walks
is to determine whether there is clarity and
cohesion with what students are learning, why
they are learning the concepts they are and to
get an understanding of learning success for each
child.

As we are coming to the end
of Term 3, I would like to
congratulate our students on
a positive end to a busy term.
We are very proud of the many
achievements of all our students
in Term 3.

Our focus in Term 4 will be to ensure all students
have a clear understanding and can explain:
What they are learning ,Why they are learning,
the concepts they are
How they will know they have been successful
Staff will focus on continually improving our
understanding through a variety of professional
learning opportunities and through extended
learning walks next Term.

We are excited about the Term ahead and we look
forward to sharing with you the learning growth
of all within our community and the impact of
our work. Have a safe and happy holiday and enjoy
the time with family and friends

Our Year 7 students created and performed their
Dance routines making their PE teachers proud and
demonstrating fantastic team work.
Congratulations to our Year 8 students who have
participated actively in activities, such as the Youth
Leadership Conference, Sports days, the Drama
performance and the Dance Showcase.
Year 9s had a wonderful experience on City Week.
We were extremely lucky to have Mrs. Kolio, Ms.
Ly, Mr. Lee and Mr. Duggan, and Ms. Sanjana and Ms.
Sima, accompany our students for the week. Each
group returned to school excited by what they saw
and exhausted from all the walking. Our students
displayed the polite and caring behavior that we
expect of all our students.
Our Senior students have participated in pathways
support and guidance interviews, as well as learning
about skills from Careers and the Wellbeing Expo.
This information support their future pathway.
Our VCAL students have participated in the VCAL
Café, work placement and a photography exhibition,
as well as experiencing a camp where they showed
resilience and team work skills.
Many of our Callistemon students demonstrated
effort, teamwork and enthusiasm on the annual
Ski Camp held this term. It was fantastic to hear
stories of students reaching goals and taking
on challenges that they may not normally have
undertaken.
Many Callistemon students were also in the District
Athletics Team that won the day. Congratulations
to Craig C, Ny N, Alisina A, Shagoofa F, Bella S and
Hanggama M for their fantastic efforts.
Congratulations to our Year 9 and Year 11 students
who remain our top attendees in Term 3. We hope
that all our Year levels continue to improve their
attendance and have another successful Term 4.

H0use News
DARWINIA HOUSE

EUCALYPTUS HOUSE

Term 3, is always a very busy
term and this year was no
exception in Darwinia.
A number of Darwinia staff
and students are completing
the Step-tember challenge to
raised money for our charity
for 2019 – Cerebral Palsy. The
purpose of the month long event is to get people
more active and the challenge is to walk at least
10,000 steps per day – a minimum requirement
by health authorities to enable health. Walking
is one way to lower blood pressure, maintain or
reduce weight and more importantly is a great
way to relieve stress.

The last few weeks in
Eucalyptus have included a
flurry of activity as the end
of the term nears. Students
eagerly prepared dances
for the International Week
performances which took place
on the 13th September and the
Dance Showcase which occurred on Wednesday
the 11th. Students of years 9, 10, 11 and 12 also
attended performances of the musical “Come
From Away,” students of Drama subjects were
particularly interested in seeing a professional
live performance and were excited about the
event. Two of our year 7 students Una D. and
Shasvini G. welcomed the The Parliamentary
Secretary for Schools, Tim Richardson MP and
Minister Williams, Minister for Women who met
at the school to discuss the school’s transition
programs.

Year 9 students have just completed their City
Week Experience and the reports back from
the students indicate they had a fabulous time
exploring Melbourne – although many were
exhausted by the end of the four days. Those staff
and students participating in Step-tember added
a lot of steps! One staff member reported they
walked nearly 15 kms on the first day!
All students have completed their subject
selections for 2020. Thank you to the year
10 parents who attended those important
conversation with their child as they embark into
a two year program of either VCE or VCAL next
year.
Year 12 students are completing final school
based assessments in these last weeks of term
3. The students have two weeks of revision in
term 4, before week 3 is the start of their final
celebrations – a House lunch provided by staff,
a year 12 concert, a day at Luna Park and then
the final assembly and the formal on the Friday.
A very exciting time for our year 12s and also
one that makes may students apprehensive - the
reality of exams and getting that elusive ATAR to
get into their preferred course is finally hitting
home.
Our year 7s also recently had an excursion to see
the Terracotta Warriors at the National Gallery
of Victoria. A wonderful opportunity for the
students to experience this space and to see a
rare exhibition.

Our Year 9 students have enjoyed their City Week
experiences, exploring the sights of the City and
exploring its precincts. Students were eager to
engage in the days in the city, well done year 9s.
Our year 12 students have been preparing for the
practice exams and have been completing their
final pieces of coursework. VCAL and VET students
are continuing to finalise their outcomes and are
looking forward to the celebrations of the end
of their time at Dandenong High School. Year 12
students have also been able to participate in
Masterclasses run by Melbourne University in
a number of subjects, many students reporting
that the lectures were valuable and effectively
supported their learning as they entered their
final weeks of classes.
Eucalyptus House will welcome back Ms Katsoulis
in Term 4.

H0use News		
FERN HOUSE

GREVILLEA HOUSE

Term 3 was all about
consolidation of learning in
Fern House. Our collective
focus is on building on the
learning growth from Terms
1&2, and planning for this to
continue into 2020.

This term, in keeping with our
theme of “Getting better at
Getting better” our teachers
in Grevillea house have focused
on learning intentions in every
class with every student.

Our focus on attendance for the year has had
great results, with 5 students having perfect
100% attendance so far this year, Yaosun C, Ina I,
Danny N, Vihanghi W, Tevi, Y and Sunny Y.
We have been talking all year about the
importance of been at school, and this is a
fantastic sustained effort from these students.
I also wanted to take this opportunity to
highlight some success of a couple of Fern
Students. Nadine M, participated in the State
Finals of the National History Challenge and
did an exceptional job. She displayed not only a
depth of knowledge and a great passion for the
subject. Zabi Z, had his photography recognized
in the Australian Islamic Art Awards ceremony.
He was short listed into the Top 5, and impressed
everyone with the skills he was able to achieve in
his short time studying Media.
As our year 12’s finish their practice exam
program, and prepare for the real thing, we will
be using their success as an example for others,
and wish them good luck.
We are looking forward to seeing families of
current and future Fern students at the Course
Confirmation evening, early in term 4, to finalise
preparations for 2020.

What this has shown us has been that our students
are able to articulate their learning and its
purpose. We intend to continue to build and
provide opportunities for students to have agency
over their learning.
We are also focusing a lot of our energy as a
house on fund raising for our charity. This year
our students in Grevillea house have chosen to
support the “Red Cross”. Staff and students are
working together and running lunchtime activities
and other events so that we can maximize raising
money and enact the notion of ‘giving back” to the
community.
One of the highlights of this term for our Grevillea
students was winning the “Space junk” competition
that was run by Ecolinc. Eight of our Grevillea 9
students successfully built an astronaut glove
that is able support the elimination of space junk.
Our students participated in a day of workshops
and planning that enabled them to present their
findings to a team of Professors from RMIT. We are
very proud of their efforts.
As you can see it has been another very busy term.
I hope that you all enjoy a safe and restful break
and I look forward to term 4 with you all again.
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Upcoming Dates

HAKEA HOUSE
Term 3 has once again been a
busy and productive time in
Hakea House. We have welcomed
a number of new students, all
of whom have settled in well,
making new friends and becoming
part of our vibrant and inclusive
learning community. Our students have been
engaged in their learning which can be seen from
the great displays of work that decorate the
walls of the House.
Congratulations to our Hakea House Chorales
group, achieving first place in the House Choral
Competition in the last week of term 2. The
students involved put in a great deal of time
and effort into planning and rehearsing for the
competition. A big thank you to Kathleen, Hanifa
and of course Mr. Kennedy for their outstanding
leadership.
The Choral group also had the opportunity to sing
before the Deputy Premier, the Hon. James Merlino
as well as local member for Dandenong, the Hon.
Gabrielle Williams who visited the school recently
as part of the official opening of the new Learning
Resource Centre and to also announce the funding
for the next stage of building for Dandenong High
School. The students sang beautifully and did the
School and Hakea House proud.
Recently, many Hakea students participated in
Dandenong High School’s production of the 1986
film ‘Labyrinth’. It was fantastic to see so many
of our Hakea students perform in many roles be
it acting, dancing, and singing or as stage crew. The
House is very proud of the effort and contributions
these students made to the production this year.
Our students continue to fundraise for our chosen
charity – Backpacks for Kids! Students continue
to raise funds, recently holding a lunchtime
basketball tournament. Please support the SRC by
participating in events and passing on your ideas as
our SRC reps are keen to give our Hakea students
their ‘Voice’ in what happens at school.

Monday 7th October
First Day Back Summer Uniform
Friday 25th October
Year 12 Dinner
Monday 28th October
Course Confirmation
Evening
Monday 4th November
Curriculum Day
Tuesday 5th November
Melbourne Cup Day
Wednesday 4th December
Year 7 Parent Information
Evening
Tuesday 10th December
Year 7 - 2020 Orientation
Day
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VISUAL ARTS SEPTEMBER
What a busy September with many students working
tirelessly to finish SAC’s, SAT’s and preparing for
practice exams. L Block has been busy with students
coming and going and producing excellent artworks,
all Visual Arts Students have used every opportunity
to receive support by their teachers to ensure that
they complete and submit their work. I always find
it amazing how many students begin to realise the
realities of the time and effort that is required to
complete high standard artworks, the other day
while walking down the stairs from L Block with a
senior Visual Communication Design student they
actually admitted that creating final artworks was
demanding and extremely rewarding to see a vision
completed, he also admitted that he found this
subject more demanding than his academic subjects
yet would not change it for anything. This was so
pleasing to hear, the growth that students receive
throughout year 12 shows real maturity, growth and
preparation for the outside world as they begin their
new journey for their future.

Yr11 and Yr12 Studio Arts students also attend
another excursion this time they attended a lecture
prior to gain knowledge and the history on the
Terracotta Warriors and Contemporary artist CAI
GUO-QIANG and White Rabbit exhibition. Students
were amazed to have the opportunity to learn how
Warriors were created and why they were created.
Students also learnt about the Art Industry and what
it takes to have an extensive exhibition brought to
Melbourne.

To further enhance their knowledge regarding
Contemporary Art students were enthralled with the
simple idea and influence from one’s own cultural
background that such amazing work may be created.
The size of Cai Guo-Qiang artworks, the techniques
and materials used astonished students, the only
problem now is they all want to use gun powder to
create artworks, unfortunately this is too dangerous
at a high school level and I explained to students
this is where university will give them further
opportunities to experiment with materials.

They were a little disappointed, yet understanding.
Please enjoy the photos. Students also had an
opportunity to view White Rabbit exhibition where
they experienced to see some Chinese Contemporary
artworks which was very different and on a very
large scale. Some artworks were made from pages
from books, while others were created using neon
lights, once again our students are beginning to see
artworks internationally which artists are creating
today. This has given many year11 students time
to start thinking of the possibilities that they can
pursue next year.
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VISUAL ARTS SEPTEMBER
We have our ANNUAL VISUAL ARTS/DDT
EXHBITION coming up Term 4 including all
senior students, our exhibition is not based
on the best artworks it is based on student’s
efforts and a celebration for all students as
each students develops and grows at their
own pace.
As usual we will have instrumental students
performing, light refreshments and not to
forget our raffle draw with lots of prizes to
be won.
DATE: Wednesday 16th October
TIME: 6.30pm – 8.30pm
VENUE: Melaleuca
There is no entry charge, there is only fun
and enjoyment for all to enjoy. Keep this
date in your diary. Family and friends are all
invited to attend we hope that you can make
it and say hello to the amazing Visual Arts
and Digital Design Technology Team.

VCAL NEWS
Intermediate VCAL News
Term 3 was a very busy term for our VCAL students. They
were busy securing their Structured Work Placements and
starting attending on a weekly basis, to learn more about
their industry of choice. It has been wonderful to get such
positive feedback from the employers during our visits.
Students will continue with their placements until the end
of the school year, and have gained valuable employability
skills such as communication, initiative, reliability and
problem-solving skills.

The focus for this term has been the local community,
learning about what our local council does, as well as
issues the City of Dandenong might face. They are working
in groups on a specific issue and will be working with
local organisations to help them. Next term, they will
be contacting these stakeholders and carrying out their
projects.

The highlight of the term was our trip to Camp ADANAC in
the Yarra Valley. We spent 3 days and 2 nights participating
in a range of exciting activities from raft building, flying
fox, low ropes, hut building, beach volleyball and even a
waterslide! Despite the sub zero temperature of the water,
most students braved the cold and had a go! Even Miss
Hipwell had her turn and Mr. Szabo took out the course
record for speed! Our evenings were spent relaxing on the
deck which overlooked the lake and after dinner enjoying a
campfire and dancing as well as a movie night and a studentrun disco. It was a fantastic opportunity for our students to
relax, get to know each other better and engage in team
building and leadership activities. For those students who
weren’t able to attend the overnight camp, they drove up
for an excursion and joined us for the day in all our activities

Some of our students participate in a photography
elective and had the privilege of displaying their amazing
photography in an exhibition at the end of the term the
LRC. This was attended by students, staff and leadership
who were all extremely impressed with their hard work
and talent. Zabi Z. also entered one of his photos in an
Islamic Photography competition and placed in the top
5 in Australia for his photo titled ‘Death of a Story’. This
was an amazing achievement and we are all very proud. A
huge thank you to Ms. Ellins for all her work she has put in
with those students this year. Supporting this photography
event was also Mrs. Sharp and the students in her food tech
elective. They prepared delicious finger food to be enjoyed
during the exhibition. Thank you!
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Being late for school has a negative impact on your child’s learning.
Being just 10 minutes late every day adds up to an hour a week of lost
learning. Over a year this adds up to one week of school missed in a year!
Being late for class often means important instructions are missed and the
class is interrupted. Your child may feel uncomfortable and on the outer
with peers.
Children need to arrive on time ready to settle into their school work.
Arriving at least 5 minutes before the first bell allows your child to interact
with their peers and teacher and get themselves ready for their busy day.

Being late for school has a negative impact on
your child’s learning.
Being just 10 minutes late every day adds up to an
hour a week of lost learning. Over a year this adds
up to one week of school missed in a year!
Being late for class often means important instructions are missed and the
class is interrupted. Your child may feel uncomfortable and on the outer
with peers.
Children need to arrive on time ready to settle into their school work.
Arriving at least 5 minutes before the first bell allows your child to interact
with their peers and teacher and get themselves ready for their busy day.
Attending School regularly and arriving on time helps prepare children for the real
world, where it is expected that they turn up to work every day and on time.

Little Day Out
The headline event of Children’s
Festival Little Day Out will be held on Sunday 6 October at Noble Park’s Ross
Reserve from 11am–4pm.
Up to 10,000 people are anticipated
to
celebrate this free fun day of family
friendly fun.
Watch live performances, visit the
pop-up
planetarium or watch the Shorter
Cuts Film Festival screening.
Then take part in some fun science
and space themed activities, visit
the super-sized
animal farm and enjoy the free
rides, attractions and workshops.
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LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS
Read your way around the world
International Week
It’s a fabulous time of year at DHS: we’re celebrating
International Week! The LRC is decked out in flags from all
around the world and students have enjoyed finding their
country’s flag or telling us which ones we need to add. It’s
a festive touch that we hope reminds everyone who visits
the library of the rich cultural background that gives our
school its true character.
Our Teen Library Advisors have joined in with the
celebrations. Mubina J. organised a display of country flags
drawn in heart shapes that greets visitors as they come
through the front doors. Laura C. and Vaishnav V. created
a set of bookmarks with an international theme that have
been snapped up by eager readers.

International Week also allows us to promote a growing
section called “Culture and Diversity”, where we showcase
books that tell stories from all around the world. We want
our students to be able to see themselves in our collection
of books and we also want them to be able to walk in
another’s footsteps and to take a journey to a different
culture or country through the magic of words on the page.
In this way, we embrace the International Week themes of
celebrating our similarities and our differences.
opportunity to borrow a secret book which was wrapped as
a surprise for students to take home and discover.

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
This annual event is a fabulous opportunity for students
to challenge themselves and to try books they might have
overlooked. Each student needs to read fifteen books
to meet the challenge, ten of which must come from a
specific list. Everyone has a preferred genre of books they
like to read, whether it be humour or fantasy, but we like
to encourage students to step outside of their favourite
genres and discover something new. The VPRC offers an
easy way to do this.
After many months of exploring fictional places and
meeting new characters, students from Years 7 to 9 have
read over 8,000 books. We look forward to celebrating
some of their achievements in the coming term.
Holiday reading
As the holidays approach, we encourage everyone to take
a couple of books home and to make the time to escape
into another world, whether it’s a fantastical one, an
international one, or one that’s just like our own. Books
can take us to another place but the act of reading has more
benefits beyond enjoyment. Reading can do everything
from reducing stress, to increasing your knowledge and
vocabulary, to improving your focus and concentration.
And all of this happens while you’re simply enjoying a
great book

Now in its eighth year the annual
City of Greater Dandenong Children’s
Festival is celebrating a space theme.
We are over the moon to announce that
this year’s theme is
‘Space Adventure’! Families are invited
to get their spacesuits ready as you
journey into this year’s exciting
intergalactic adventure over the school
holidays. Together we’ll embark on our
very own two week outer space
exploration free and low cost events
happening across th the city from 21
September to 6 October. The festival
features exciting and interactive
programs, activities, performances,
workshops, exhibitions and events for
the whole family.
For more information please visit
greaterdandenong.com/childrensfestival
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Centenary Celebrations 2019
Established in 1919, Dandenong High School is one of the oldest, largest and most culturally diverse
Secondary Schools in the state. In 2019, we will celebrate a significant milestone not only for the school, but
for education across the state with our 100th anniversary. This will be an important opportunity to celebrate
the history and achievements of the school over the past 100 years.
The following recommendations have been endorsed by School Council:
Term 2: 10th anniversary of the opening of the Houses to be recognised with a school based ceremony
attend by leaders, staff, students, parents and special guests.
Term 4: 100th anniversary to be recognised with a series of events in the week of the centenary of the
laying of the Foundation Stone (21st November 1919).
o
Thursday 21st November- a school based ceremony attend by leaders, staff, students, parents and
special guests
o
Saturday 23rd November- school based open day for the community to attend the school with
displays, performances and tours
o
Saturday 23rd November- Celebration Evening
Along with these events, there will be further opportunities to celebrate the anniversary and further details
will be provided in early 2019.
Former students, staff and community members who are interested in being added to the distribution list for
the Centenary Events should send their details to: dhs.centenary@dandenong-hs.vic.edu.au
You can also keep up to date via the school website under events or
Facebook: Dandenong HS #DHSCentenary
Instagram: @dandenong.hs

KEYSBOROUGH FIRE BRIGADE

OPEN DAY!

SUNDAY 20TH OCT 10AM-2PM
• FIRE INFORMATION & TALKS
• LEARN WHAT IT TAKES TO JOIN THE
KEYSBOROUGH FIRE BRIGADE
• COME MEET CAPTAIN KOALA
• SAUSAGE SIZZLE & COFFEE CART
• KIDS ACTIVITIES INCLUDING A COLOURING
COMPETITION + MUCH MORE!

