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Our expertly crafted stained glass window, installed above the historic front door in 

2012, with Ex-student Association funds.  
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Centenary of DHS 

The day that the School was to mark one hundred years since the laying of the Foundation Stone on 21 November was greeted by 

gale winds that had not descended on the town with such force for years.  However, the small group of teachers, students and guests 

that had assembled on the front lawn to commemorate the event, was not deterred.  Student choir members valiantly raised their 

voices so the words of the first school song, ”The Best School of All”, could be heard. Each speaker clutched their papers as one by 

one they spoke of their pride in the School and what it had given to students past and present, and how their time there had changed 

them for the better, giving them lasting memories.   The transformations that the last ten years had wrought were designed to prepare 

and equip the School for the next century. 

On Saturday, two days later, the Open Day organized by the staff and the School Council, saw hundreds of former students and 

teachers arrive to visit buildings old and new and rekindle friendships born in the past. The chatter was lively and excited as they en-

tered classrooms, viewed the extensive displays of photographs and archives prepared by our volunteers and toured the campus 

now extending across to Ann Street.  At the official ceremony in the Theatre at 11am a film celebrating the past, present and future of 

the School was launched to much acclaim in the presence of its star, 97-year-old Jessica Farrands, formerly Ferguson.  At 2.30 the 

relocated sun dial from the Cleeland site was unveiled near Jacaranda, in a moving tribute. See full report 

The next day more than 320 ex-students arrived for their Decades Luncheon at the Mulgrave Country Club. The tables in the two 

rooms were arranged in year groups, decorated with balloons and serviettes in the three school colours.  Most attendees were in their 

fifties, sixties and seventies, although a sizable number were in their eighties - and two ninety-year-olds in the front row were loving 

the occasion.  Knowing the purpose of the gathering was the reunion of kindred souls, speeches were kept to a minimum.  I felt it 

important, however, that every member of the Committee was introduced so people could put a face to those that had laboured for 

years, and in many cases decades, on their behalf.  During the buffet courses, souvenir mugs, glasses, CDs and the newly-published 

history booklet, were available to be purchased.  The birthday cakes were cut by Ted Hook and myself, bringing to an end four won-

derful hours of fellowship.  The afternoon demonstrated what we all knew – from its very beginning the School was a very special 

place. 

Badges Assemblies 

On 18 February the school community gathered in the Melaleuca Gymnasium to congratulate the 2019 VCE high achievers, present 

the 2020 leadership and academic awards, witness the student office bearers receive their badges and hear the Principal, School 

Captains and SRC Presidents address the audience with hopeful and positive messages.  The morning was made more memorable 

by the presence of two guests: Mr Don Moss, son of former Principal Basil Moss, presented a leadership award named for his father, 

and Mr Don Farrands, whose parents were former school captains, presented the Association’s academic award, named for his fa-

ther, Dr John Farrands.  The Mary Cameron Awards were also given to two worthy students, who will receive financial support during 

their year 11 and year 12 studies.  It was the first official function of the year, the decade and the new century of the School.  We wish 

them all every success. 

Greta Jungwirth (de Vries) - President 
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FROM THE CHAIR 

        THE MARY CAMERON AWARDS 

Recipients accompanied by President Greta Jungwirth and the School Principal Mrs Susan Ogden. 

Mehdi Sherif and Ankaksha Jaryal (Photos here and page 6 by Gary Matthews) 



 

 

MENTIONED IN DESPATCHES 

Ex-student Christine Keys, President of the 

Dandenong and District Historical Society, re-

ceived the recent Australia Day — Citizen of 

the Year award of the City of Greater Dan-

denong. Chris was recognised for her ongoing 

commitment  to the preservation, promotion and 

the sharing of local history of Greater Dan-

denong with the diverse local community. 

 

City of Greater Dandenong — Australia Day 2020 — Living Treasure Award 

Ex-student Margo Hartley (nee Corbin), co-founded Hilton Manufacturing 40 years ago. 
She was inducted into the Victorian Manufacturing Hall of Fame in 2008 and was awarded 
an OAM in 2016. She has been heavily involved in local scouting groups, Dandenong Pri-
mary School, Dandenong Hospital and Mercy Ships, and continues to sponsor Brand New 
Day, a community house in Foster Street, Dandenong. 

“As we near the end of Term 4 it is a perfect time to reflect on the past year. 
2019 has been another successful year in the history of Dandenong High 
School. This year has been a time of “reflection” and “celebration” as we com-
memorated 100 years of providing a quality education to the students in the 
local community. The highlight for all of us in November, was the ceremony 
where we unveiled a plaque to commemorate the laying of the foundation stone 
in 1919 and the Centenary Open Day. The Saturday was a “true birthday party”, 
with over 1,000 past, present and future staff and students walking through the 
gates. Many former students had travelled from all over Australia, from across 
the decades, eager to revisit their old school, reconnect with friends, rekindle 
memories and “wonder” at what Dandenong High School had become. 2019 
has also been a year of remarkable individual student success with many 
reaching the highest level in sport, visual art and design, performing arts and 
academic achievement”. 

            THE SCHOOL COMMENCES A NEW CENTURY 
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A professional film history of the 

school has been created under the 

guidance of the Principal. Launched 

on the Saturday Centenary Celebra-

tion, It is comprehensive, filled with 

excerpts of earlier historical events, 

many of which we have contributed. 

Office bearers Dawn  Harris 

(Burhop) and husband Philip, ‘star’ 

in the production. We will have a 

copy soon. 



 

 

 

 

CENTENARY     ‘OUR’ ROOM BEFORE THE 

             CROWD ARRIVED 
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THIS PAGE SUBSTANTIALLY REPRE-

SENTS ‘THE TEAM’. PRESIDENT 

GRETA PLUS FORMER HEAD PRE-

FECT TED HOOK ARE FEATURED ON 

THE FRONT COVER, AND BRAD HAS 

BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED BY LETTER. 



 

 

“ … about that week-end in November  2019 …” 

KALEIDOSCOPE 

President Greta: The afternoon demonstrated what we all knew – from its very beginning the School was a very special place. 

Treasurer Russ: I was inside most of the time but had an hour look around. Most enjoyable hour of the day for me. I left to 

see the film with 3/4 hour to spare and almost missed the start because I was accosted every few metres by people I knew. 

Sunday—fantastic (says it all!) 

Gillian: I was happy with how it all went. 

Secretary Gary: “… the Sunday experience very worthwhile and enjoyable"   

Membership C/O — Penny: Re the Sunday.. I didn’t make it, but the feedback was excellent and I am sorry that I missed 
it. Clearly the highlight of the weekend from all the comments I have received. 

Sue Campbell: A big thank you for arranging such a pleasant Ex-Sudents' luncheon and catch up at the Mulgrave Country 
Club yesterday. Also, I must mention your displays at the school on Saturday: excellent, and they created a lot of interest 
with the school visitors perusing them when I was in the rooms.  
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THE “CLASS OF ‘86” IN THE UPSTAIRS ROOM  



 

 
      Page 6                                DHSESA Newsletter   

Vale Carole Matthews 

It was with great shock and sadness that Committee members learned of the sudden passing, on 7 November, of Carole Mat-
thews (nee Marsh).  Carole, who had become a member of the Ex-Students’Association, following the amalgamation the 
Dandenong Girls Secondary School (later becoming Cleeland ) with Dandenong High School, was the wife of the Associa-
tion’s Secretary, Gary Matthews, having married in 1969.  

Carole attended DGSS, from 1960 to 1964, before beginning her live-in training as a Mothercraft Nurse, at Berry Street Ba-
bies Home, in East Melbourne.  Many who were once young mums now reading this may well have met Carole in the mater-
nity ward at Dandenong Hospital. She worked in a variety of related roles afterwards. 

While in her last year at the Girls School, she won a school-wide competition for the design of a suitable base, on which a 
sun-dial was to be placed, to honour the first head Mistress, Dorothy Bond.  This original structure is still located in the gar-
den at the front of the old school building. Due to the planned demolition of these buildings, and the need to move the sun-
dial, the Principal, Susan Ogden, had earlier assured Carole that every effort would be made to mark its historic significance 
by finding a way to retain or otherwise recognise its crucial elements 

Consequently, during the recent Centenary celebrations, on 23 November, Mrs Ogden kindly invited Gary, together with his 
two daughters, Lynda and Kathryn, to unveil a new installation, which  closely resembles Carole’s original design, and which 
incorporates the original metal sun-dial and  commemorative plaque to Dorothy Bond.  

Ironically, Carole had also not been able to attend the original unveiling in 1965, of the stone structure she had designed ow-
ing to her Mothercraft training commitments. Carole closely supported Gary and the work of the Association in a variety of 
ways, including the original broad identification and securing of the Girls’ School archival records.   

 

 

 

Gary with daughters Lynda & 
Kathryn,  at the second unveiling 
on 23/11/19. 

 

Her ever-present  smile, 
gentle, warm and caring 
nature, and ready laugh, will 
be sorely missed.  

 

(Editors note: Former Mid-
wifery staff at Dandenong 
and District Hospital 
acknowledge Carole’s val-
ued role). 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Carole at original sun-dial 

in March 2017. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Mr. Don Moss (left) 

and Mr. Don Far-

rands (right) at the 

2020 badges 

presentation. 

Refer ‘From the 

Chair’ on page 2. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

Ion Whykes, OAM, a past senior teacher at DHS during the 1950’s and 1960’s, and a 

then active Dandenong  community member,  has donated funds to the current, self-

sustaining refugee students’ support program. The Association has invited the follow-

ing advertisement, as an expression of our appreciation. 

TRUST! 

When the members of our School community step into financial commitments, for 

example into retirement funds or property, their greatest guarantee is trust in the 

advice tendered. 

When those tendering the advice have a proven, trusted lineage through DHS, we, 

as an Association, feel secure in recommending their services. 

 A name which stands out in that pantheon of notable staff , is ION 

WHYKES 0AM. Today, after being the Principal of Healesville High School 

from 1974 to 1993,  and being awarded an Order of Australia, ION has estab-

lished the following business: 

YX Ball Financial Services 

Complete financial solutions from our qualified team. 

Make it personal, phone Ion on: Office: 613 9975 8000  

The firm’s three pillars are — personalised advice; ongoing support and valued 

client-adviser relationships. 
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ION 

.The Dandenong Historical Society recently featured Stana Sargood (Vukmirovic) re-
calling the Dandenong Festival of Music and Art for Youth.  

COMING SOON — KEEPING OUR PROMISES! 

   EX-STUDENTS IN THE AUDIENCE 



 

 

  

 

 

DHSESA OFFICE BEARERS 

President 

Greta Jungwirth (de Vries) 

Secretary—I.T. 

Gary Matthews 

Treasurer 

Russell Weber 

Assistant Treasurer 

Gillian Weber 

Historian/Ordinary Member 

Dawn Harris (Burhop) 

School Liaison Officer 

(To be advised) 

Membership Co-ordinator 

Penny Meallin (Salmon) 

Newsletter Editor 

Don Metcalfe 0418343995  

valuerdm@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Editor 

Gary Matthews—5941 2507 

Committee 

Ruby Constable (Waterhouse) 

Gail Saddler (Jenkins) 

Margaret Haywood (Banfield) 

Laurel Cox  - first representative of the  

Girls School/Cleeland Chapter of the Association 

Honorary Member 

Philip Harris 

 MEMBERSHIP RULES 

This is taken to be for a calendar year, regardless of 

which month the payment is made. Some people 

choose the option to pay for 2 or 3 calendar years. If 

a new member joins in the last 3 or 4 months of the 

year, their membership is usually carried into the 

next year. These practices have been adopted to be 

in line with the rules of the Association and to cre-

ate the least work for the Committee. 

FEES 

ALL MEMBERSHIPS are now $20    

annually. (Refer website) 

 

 MEMORABILIA 

Available from our memorabilia collection, and can 

be purchased through the Association. Price is $10 

which includes postage within Australia. 

 A Replica school badge  

 B Stick pin 

 C Special 90th Anniv. Badges 

 

NEW @ 2020 
*Available by mail:  

One Hundred Years History booklet .  

Author: Gary Matthews 

"Snippets and Snapshots"  $15 including postage.  

ALSO 
Just prior to the 100th Anniversary weekend a film of a 1989 

class reunion was donated to the archives.  A thirty minute 

segment was extracted for screening in the Library on 

Open Day.  It showed Edna Dawson explaining to the 

group the nature of the bond that develops amongst class-

mates and the value and importance of reunions.  It was an 

inspiring address.  What followed, in complete contrast, 

was Greg O’Loughlin relating incidents from his time at 

DHS, in his inimitable fashion.  It is completely hilari-

ous..As few people saw the video, and there were prob-

lems with the sound that day, we are making DVD  copies 

available for purchase.  It can be ordered at $20, which 

includes postage. 

ALSO 

*Available from the archives room on Tuesday after-

noons:  

100th Anniversary mugs $10  

100th Anniversary goblets $10  

 

WEBSITE/INTERNET 

 

The web address is www.dhs-

exstudents.synthasite.com   An easier option 

for finding us is to do a ‘google search”, and 

simply type in dhs ex students, and you will 

see our site at the top of the list. 

  

For further information, contact Gary Mat-

thews by email at  

dhsexstudents@gmail.com or phone him on 

5941 2507. 

                MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 383, DANDENONG VIC. 3175 

http://www.dhs-exstudents.synthasite.com
http://www.dhs-exstudents.synthasite.com
mailto:dhsexstudents@gmail.com

