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Principal’s Message

As students enter their senior years at Dandenong High School, they embark on a defining chapter of 
their educational journey, one rich with opportunity, challenge and personal growth. This stage is not only 
about academic achievement but also about discovering their interests, building character, affirming our 
communities’ values and preparing for life beyond school.

At the heart of our Senior School experience is a commitment to excellence in learning. We believe every 
student has the capacity to be successful when they are challenged, supported and inspired, although this may 
look different for everyone.

Our learning program, innovative approach to pathways counselling and monitoring individual progress, 
strategic partnerships with Tertiary institutions as well as business and industry partners and our individualized 
tutoring approach, are designed to cultivate the curiosity, critical thinking, essential skills and resilience required 
to achieve that success.

Whether you select to complete a VCE General, VCE VM or VPC program you can be confident that you are 
part of an inclusive and supportive learning environment and that our expert staff will be there to challenge 
and guide you through your final years at Secondary School

As you read through this booklet, begin your pathways conversations and select your Senior course, I 
encourage you to ask all the questions you need to support you in selecting the best program for you, to 
achieve your success..

Best Wishes,

Susan Ogden
Principal
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Supported Study Tutorial 

Is a timetabled session for every Year 10, 11 and 12 student, staffed by senior teachers and attendance is 
monitored. These sessions provide students with targeted learning support in English/EAL, Maths, Sciences 
and Humanities. They also include the provision of VCE Subject lectures focusing on identified areas of need 
and whole-cohort assessment sessions for the larger VCE studies, such as English, senior Commerce, Maths 
and Science subjects. Supported Study Tutorial will also be used to provide catch-up, additional support or 
redemption preparation sessions for identified students.

Study Skills Program

Will support our students in becoming independent learners and provide the necessary skills to assist them in 
study, revision and assessment preparation. In this program students are explicitly taught essential skills such 
as peer tutoring, problem solving, note-taking, synthesizing information across texts, formal discussions (such 
as debate), transforming conceptual knowledge, organizing conceptual knowledge and identifying similarities 
and differences.

Wellbeing Focused Lessons

These lessons focus on developing our students’ wellbeing vocabulary and highlighting issues that are 
common amongst their peers when going through their final years of study and the developmental stages 
they are currently at in their adolescence. These sessions look to provide guidance and skills for students to 
manage or support their peers with managing stress, study/workload, positive connections and relationships 
as well as providing guidance on where to seek help when things are not going well. The wellbeing focus also 
looks to provide opportunities to run whole group, year level, wellbeing focused events to support students 
mental and physical health and awareness.

Careers Education 

Careers Education offers a personalised and scaffolded program that provides students at the different year 
levels an opportunity to engage with the world of work, explore their own interests and strengths to inform 
possible pathway options and experience tertiary learning. Students develop individual future Career Action 
Plans, build their understanding of different industries and occupations and are introduced to the VCE, 
including VCE/VM, VET, and VPC, in addition to VCAA and the ATAR, before they are introduced to the tertiary 
application process and supports available to students.

The Learning Excellence Program

Program Structure

At Dandenong High School we create an empowering environment that ensures our students are 
independent, motivated and perseverant learners. Our senior students experience a holistic learning program 
that provides a balance between face-to-face teaching with an opportunity to enhance their learning through 
a highly personalised Learning Excellence Program. Each student is provided with targeted study support and 
the essential study skills required to be and independent, successful and resilient young people.

Dandenong High School offers a broad range of opportunities for students in Year 10, 11 and 12 under the 
Victorian Certificate of Education, including a large selection of VCE subjects, in addition to VET offerings, 
VCE/VM subjects and the Victorian Pathways Certificate. Our partnership with Chisholm TAFE and the DREAM 
Trade Training Centre enables students to choose from a range of VET options or undertake school-based 
apprenticeships, as well as a range of applied learning opportunities. Students are fully supported through our 
Course Counselling process to ensure every individual achieves success in their chosen pathway and future 
career paths beyond school.

In addition, the school has extensive community and industry links and is involved in many programs that 
assist student transition from school to work or further education and training. We have strong partnerships 
with Monash, RMIT, Federation and Deakin Universities which are all focused on building student aspiration for 
university study. The school has an excellent Work Experience Program, opportunities for students to attend 
work placement and be involved in Work Inspiration experiences that provide mentoring programs supported 
by large and corporations. Our close partnerships with the Australian significant Business Community Network 
(ABCN) and The Skyline Foundation provide our students with scholarships and bursaries during their time at 
our school and throughout university.

Senior Studies Learning Program
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VCE STRUCTURE  & ASSESSMENT 

Learning Program

Year 11 Learning Program

•	 Students can choose a VCE, VCE/VM pathway and undertake a VET subject in either pathway or 
undertake the VPC

•	 In VCE, Year 11 students study 5 subjects or 4 plus VET

•	 Year 11 students also have 10 periods of Learning Excellence Program per fortnight

	¤ Supported Study Tutorial – 8 periods allocation per cycle and 2 for VET students with two periods per 
cycle dedicated to the following topics:

-  Study Skills 

-  Wellbeing

-  Careers Education 

Year 12 Learning Program

•	 Students can choose a VCE, VCE/VM pathway and undertake a VET subject in either pathway or 
undertake the VPC

•	 In VCE, Year 12 students study 5 subjects or 4 plus VET

•	 Year 12 students also have 10 periods of Learning Excellence Program per fortnight

	¤ Supported Study Tutorial – 8 periods allocation per cycle and 2 for VET students with two periods per 
cycle dedicated to the following topics:

-  Study Skills 

-  Wellbeing

-  Careers Education 

YEAR 11 & YEAR 12 
VCE STUDY 
SUMMARY 
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Dandenong High School students can choose from a range of senior studies pathways. When choosing a 
senior studies program, it is important that you select a program that inspires and motivates you and offers 
the best chance for future success for you.

Senior Studies Options

SENIOR STUDIES PATHWAY OPTIONS THE NEW WORLD OF WORK

The New World of Work requires you to have key 21st Century Skills to succeed. These skills are sought 
after by all employers no matter what career path you decide to take. As a young person you will have the 
opportunity to develop these skills throughout your education, extracurricular activities and employment.

•	 Victorian Certificate of Education-  
Year 12 completion

•	 Generates ATAR

•	 Pathway to University, TAFE or independent 
institutions

•	 Option to do enhanced studies  
(University units)

•	 This is a Foundation certificate that is 
designed to be more flexible than the 
VCE and that students can complete this 
within one year or over a two year period, 
depending on their need

•	 Victorian Pathways Certificate

•	 Students not ready to complete VCE  
or VCEVM

•	 Victorian Certificate of Education Year 12 
completion with/without ATAR plus a VET 
(Victorian Education & Training)

•	 Some VET courses contribute to ATAR

•	 Increases pathway to TAFE, Employment or 
Apprenticeships

•	 VCE Vocational Major - Year 12 completion

•	 Practical real world experience

•	 Develops your literacy, numeracy and 
personal development skills

•	 Includes your choice of VET

•	 Pathway to TAFE, potential University 
Courses, Employment & Apprenticeships

VCEVPC

VCE/VMVCE+VET

Skills to  
succeed

Global  
Citizenship

Digital 
Literacy

Problem  
Solving

Leadership

Collaboration

Emotional
Intelligence

CreativityCommunication

CONTENTS10  	   DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL
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YEAR 11 & YEAR 12 
PATHWAYS & 
CAREER ADVICE 

MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS

Year 10 General Mathematics

Year 10 Extension Mathematics

Year 10 Extension Mathematics + General 
Mathematics Units 1 & 2*

Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2*

Maths Methods Master Class

General  
Mathematics

Foundation Mathematics
General Mathematics  

Units 1 & 2
Mathematical Methods  

Units 1 & 2
Specialist Mathematics  

Units 1 & 2
VCE/VM Numeracy

Foundation Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4

General Mathematics  
Unit 3 & 4

Mathematical Methods  
Unit 3 & 4

Specialist Mathematics  
Unit 3 & 4

VCE/VM Numeracy

Extension  
Mathematics

General Mathematics  
Units 1 & 2

Mathematical Methods  
Units 1 & 2

Specialist Mathematics  
Units 1 & 2

General Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4

Mathematical Methods  
Units 3 & 4

Specialist Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4

Extension Mathematics +
General Mathematics  

Units 1 & 2*

General Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4*

Mathematical Methods  
Units 1 & 2

Specialist Mathematics  
Units 1 & 2

Mathematical Methods  
Units 3 & 4

Specialist Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4

Mathematical Methods  
Units 1 & 2*

General Mathematics  
Units 1 & 2

Mathematical Methods  
Units 3 & 4*

Specialist Mathematics  
Units 1&2

General Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4

Specialist Mathematics  
Units 3 & 4

Mathematical Methods  
Master Class

Mathematical Methods  
Master Class

CONTENTS12  	   DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE
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UNIT 1

Description 

Unit 1 explores the establishment of a business 
and the role of accounting in the determination of 
business success or failure. Students will learn about 
the recording of financial data and the preparation of 
financial reports for service businesses owned by sole 
proprietors.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2, students develop their knowledge of the 
accounting process for sole proprietors operating a 
trading business, with a focus on inventory, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. 
Students use manual processes and ICT, including 
spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted 
accounting reports.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3, students focus on financial accounting for a trading business owned by a sole proprietor, and 
highlights the role of accounting as an information system. 

In Unit 4, students further develop their understanding of accounting for a trading business owned by a sole 
proprietor and the role of accounting as an information system.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“The VCE Accounting course is for students who wish 
to pursue a career in business. It prepares students for a 
university or TAFE vocational study pathway to commerce, 
management and accounting, leading to careers in areas 
such as financial accounting, management accounting, 
forensic/ investigative accounting, taxation, environmental 
accounting, management and corporate or personal 
financial planning.” 

“Year 12 Data Analytics is for students exploring  
career in business analysis, computer science,  
cybersecurity, data analytics and data science,  
data management, games development, ICT,  
networks, robotics, software engineering and 
telecommunications, and other careers relating  
to digital technologies.” 

UNIT 1

Description 

Students investigate how data can be used within 
software tools such as databases and spreadsheets 
to create data visualisations. They use Python 
programming language to create a working software 
solution.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

Students create an innovative solution  
collaboratively. It can be presented as a proof 
of concept, a prototype or a product. Students  
are also introduced to cybersecurity, investigate 
networks as well as the threats, vulnerabilities  
and risks to data and information.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3, students apply the problem-solving methodology to identify and extract data through the use  
of software tools such as spreadsheet and data visualisation software to create infographics. 

In Unit 4, students focus on determining the findings of a research question by developing infographics 
based on large complex data sets and on the security strategies used by an organisation to protect data 
and information from threats.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

APPLIED COMPUTING & DATA ANALYTICSACCOUNTING

CONTENTSCONTENTS

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE
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UNIT 1

Description 

Students investigate how data can be used within 
software tools such as databases and spreadsheets 
to create data visualisations. They use Python 
rogramming language to create a working software 
solution.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

Students create an innovative solution collaboratively. 
It can be presented as a proof of concept, a 
prototype or a product. Students are also introduced 
to cybersecurity, investigate networks as well as 
the threats, vulnerabilities and risks to data and 
information

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3 students apply the problem-solving methodology to develop working software modules using a 
programming language. Students develop an understanding of the various stages of the problem-solving 
methodology. 

In Unit 4 students focus on how the information needs of individuals and organisations are met through the 
creation of software solutions. They consider the risks to software and data during the use of the software 
solution by an organisation.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Year 12 Software Development is for students exploring 
career in business analysis, computer science, cybersecurity, 
data analytics and data science, data management, games 
development, ICT, networks, robotics, software engineering 
and telecommunications, and other careers relating to 
digital technologies.” 

APPLIED COMPUTING &  
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 The cell as the basic building block of life. What 
are its parts? How do they work? How do they 
combine to form organs and systems? 

•	 How living things are able to adapt to survive  
in a changing environment 

•	 How we control our internal environment  
like regulating our temperature 

•	 The classification of living things into  
different groups 

•	 How living things interact with their surroundings 
in ecosystems 

Assessment

•	 Topic Tests 

•	 Practical Work (Student Designed Experiment) 

•	 Fieldwork 

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

•	 The different ways that living things reproduce  
to continue life 

•	 Exploring the concept of a gene and how genetic 
information is passed from one generation to the 
next. Looking at patterns of how different things 
are inherited in generations 

Assessment

•	 Topic Tests 

•	 Practical Work Fieldwork 

•	 Investigation of an Issue 

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Exploring the specifics of how cells work including gene regulation and protein production,  
crossing membranes, and photosynthesis and cellular respiration 

•	 How cells communicate with each other and the immune response 
•	 Exploring how related living things are and how they have evolved over time 
•	 How human technology is influencing genetics 

Assessment

•	 Topic Tests 
•	 Extended Investigation 
•	 Examination 
•	 Scientific Poster 

“You should consider studying Biology if you have shown 
strengths in science, in particular studies of the human 
body, cells and cellular function, ecosystems, animal 
classification, genetics and evolution. This subject may be 
required for pathways into medicine, health care, zoology, 
sports science, veterinary science, pharmacology and 
scientific research.” 

BIOLOGY

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE



CONTENTSCONTENTS18  	   DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL     19 

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 The different types of elements and the  
periodic table 

•	 Different types of chemical bonding and 
reactions The properties of different materials 
and how they relate to their chemistry 

•	 How we can count atoms using the mole 

•	 The amazing range of compounds from carbon 
Using Chemistry to create sustainable futures. 

Assessment

•	 Research Investigation 

•	 Practical Investigations 

•	 Topic Tests Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

•	 The amazing properties of water 

•	 Understanding acids and bases 

•	 The processes of oxidation and reduction 

•	 Dissolving and measuring substances in water 

•	 Analysing water samples for different substances 

Assessment

•	 Student Designed Practical Investigations 

•	 Topic Tests Examination .

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 The various energy options and the chemical production of materials, focussing on efficiency, 
renewability and the impact on the environment 

•	 Understanding reaction rates and yields of products in equilibrium systems. 

•	 Exploring the conversions between chemical and electrical energy in both directions 

•	 Exploring the chemistry of the food we eat 

•	 Organic Chemistry 

Assessment

•	 Practical Investigation 

•	 Student Designed Experiment 

•	 Topic Tests Examination 

“You should consider studying Chemistry if you have shown 
strengths in science, in particular your studies of elements, 
substances and mixtures, chemical reactions, energy and 
writing laboratory reports. It would also be beneficial if 
you enjoy or are good at mathematics. This subject may be 
required for pathways into medicine, dietetics, veterinary 
science, pharmacology and scientific research.” 

CHEMISTRY

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

Unit 1 students explore the factors affecting business 
ideas and the internal and external environments 
within which businesses operate, and the effect of 
these on planning a business. They also consider the 
importance of the business sector to the national 
economy and social wellbeing.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

Unit 2 students examine the legal requirements 
that must be satisfied to establish a business. 
They investigate the essential features of effective 
marketing and consider the best way to meet 
the needs of the business in terms of staffing and 
financial record keeping.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3 students explore the key processes and issues concerned with managing a business efficiently and 
effectively to achieve the business objectives. 

In Unit 4 students study a theoretical model and consider strategies to manage change in the most efficient 
and effective ways to improve business performance, investigating effective management and leadership in 
change management strategies

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Business Management is suitable for students who  
are considering owning and operating their own  
business at some point in the future. It will expose  
students to a variety of factors to consider when  
planning and starting a business.” 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE
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UNIT 1

Description 

In Unit 1, students explore some fundamental 
economic concepts. They examine basic economic 
models where consumers and businesses engage in 
mutually beneficial transactions and investigate the 
motivations and consequences of both consumer 
and business behaviour.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2, students analyse two contemporary 
economics issues from a local, national and 
international perspective. They will investigate the 
economic factors influencing the issue and consider 
the perspectives of relevant economic agents, 
evaluating the validity and effectiveness of responses 
to the issue.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3, students investigates the role of the market in allocating resources and examine factors that are 
likely to affect the price and quantity of goods/services. Investigate the influencing factors on the levels of 
aggregate demand/supply in the economy and use theories to explain how changes might influence the 
achievement of the  Australian Government’s domestic macroeconomic goals.

In Unit 4, students build understanding of how the Australian Government manages budget and 
monetary policies to influence aggregate demand and supply to achieve domestic macroeconomic 
goals and improved living standards.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Economics is suitable for students who wish to consider 
how resources are allocated to meet the needs and wants 
of society. It attempts to explain how and why individuals 
behave the way they do and the consequences of their 
decision making. Studying Economics as a social science 
enables students to gain valuable insight into the economic 
problems that they may face on an individual basis  
and collectively as a society.” 

UNIT 1

Description 

In Drama, you will learn about playwrights and artists 
that revolutionised theater in the 20th century, as 
well as innovative modern playwrights of our time. 
You will learn how to use their theatrical conventions 
to create your own exciting works. You will get to 
workshop and create your own exhilarating pieces 
about characters and topics that you are extremely 
passionate about, both as part of an ensemble as well 
as a solo task.

Assessment

•	 Performance skills assessed through various 
performances, which may be individual or in 
groups

UNIT 2

Description

You will be given thought provoking stimulus material 
that you will then use to workshop you ideas through 
storytelling, improvisation and blocking. Then you 
will learn how  to bring your ideas to life with stage 
blocking and incorporating production areas such as 
costumes, props, lighting and technologies.

Assessment

•	 Performance skills assessed through Various 
performances, which may be individual or in 
groups.

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Drama, you will develop an understanding of performance and acting through a variety of practical 
workshops and by reflecting on the processes involved in creating theater. By interpreting various stimulus 
materials, you will create your own performances using the processes of play making to create your own 
unique characters. The main performance style you will study is non- naturalism and you will use this style to 
further explore different ways of performing.

Assessment

•	 Solo Performance

•	 Self-Devised Ensemble Performance

“Drama is for you if you want to learn  
more about drama and improve your  
acting skills. If you want to develop your  
confidence, collaborative skills and charisma,  
then VCE Drama is for you.” 

ECONOMICSDRAMA

CONTENTSCONTENTS

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE
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UNIT 1

Description 

In this unit, students will engage in the creation 
of multiple text types, leaning on close analysis of 
mentor texts, explaining their authorial choices and 
actioning meaningful peer and teacher feedback. 
They will read and analyse a set text and present 
personal responses to the set text in making text to 
text, text to self and text to world connections.

Assessment

•	 Personal response to a text 

•	 Creative writing and a reflection on the writing 
process 

UNIT 2

Description

In this unit, students will engage in analysis and 
presentation of language and argument of persuasive 
purposes. Students will also engage with and analyse 
a set text, presenting a sustained analytical response 
in essay form.

Assessment

•	 Essay analysing how language is used to 
persuade 

•	 Oral presentation on a contemporary issue 

•	 Essay analysing a text

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Throughout Units 3 & 4 English, students will engage with a framework of ideas and engage in written 
responses to mentor texts. They will complete written and analytical responses to a set texts and 
persuasive texts. They will also develop and present their own point of view text.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Students must choose at least one study from English/EAL, 
English Literature or English Language in order to fulfil  
their English VCE requirements. Students who select English 
will learn analysis of text, film and persuasive argument 
as well as developing their skills in presenting ideas and 
arguments orally.” 

ENGLISH

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

In this unit, students will engage in the creation 
of multiple text types, leaning on close analysis of 
mentor texts, explaining their authorial choices and 
actioning meaningful peer and teacher feedback. 
They will read and analyse a set text and present 
personal responses to the set text in making text to 
text, text to self and text to world connections.

Assessment

•	 Personal response to a text 

•	 Creative writing and a reflection on the writing 
process 

UNIT 2

Description

In this unit, students will engage in analysis and 
presentation of language and argument of persuasive 
purposes. Students will also engage with and analyse 
a set text, presenting a sustained analytical response 
in essay form.

Assessment

•	 Essay analysing how language is used to 
persuade 

•	 Oral presentation on a contemporary issue 

•	 Essay analysing a text 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3, students engage with a framework of ideas and explore different forms of writing. In Unit 4 students 
analyse how argument and language are used to persuade, making their own presentation to persuade an 
audience. In both Unit 3 and 4, students analyse set texts, developing analytical responses to these.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Students must choose at least one study from English/EAL, 
English Literature or English Language in order to fulfil  
their English VCE requirements. Students who select EAL 
will learn analysis of text, film and persuasive argument  
as well as developing their skills in speaking and listening. 
To be eligible for VCE EAL, students must have less than 
seven years of English-language instruction.” 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL)



YEAR 10 PATHWAY OPTION - VCE PREPARATION

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

In Unit 1 Language and Communication, students 
consider the way language is organised so that 
its users have the means to make sense of their 
experiences and to interact with others. They 
explore the various functions of language and the 
nature of language as an elaborate system of signs. 
Students examine the relationship between speech 
and writing as the dominant modes of language and 
the impact of situational and cultural context on 
language choices. They also investigate children’s 
ability to acquire language and the stages of 
language acquisition across a range of subsystems.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks 

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2 Language Change, students focus on 
language change as an inevitable and a continuous 
process. They consider factors contributing to 
change over time in the English language and factors 
contributing to the spread of English. Students 
explore texts from the past and from the present, 
considering how all subsystems of the language 
system are affected with consideration of the various 
attitudes towards language change. They also explore 
the various possibilities for the future of English.

Assessment

•	 School assessed tasks 

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3, students engage with a framework of ideas and explore different forms of writing. In Unit 4 students 
analyse how argument and language are used to persuade, making their own presentation to persuade an 
audience. In both Unit 3 and 4, students analyse set texts, developing analytical responses to these. 

Assessment
•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Students must choose at least one study from English/
EAL, English Literature or English Language in order 
to fulfil their English VCE requirements. Students who 
have a very strong proficiency in English and are looking 
to challenge themselves in the intricacies of the English 
language, and elements of linguistics.” 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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UNIT 1

Description 

Students who choose literature will learn how to 
be more critical readers of texts. They will earn to 
engage with classic texts, as well as more modern 
examples of literature. They will explore how 
authors create texts in order to comment on a 
range of issues and views and values present  
within the world.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2 students explore the voices, perspectives 
and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander authors and creators and representations 
of culture and identity in their texts. They also focus 
on texts and their historical, social and cultural 
context. Students reflect on representations of a 
specific time period and/or culture within a text. 
They identify the language and the representations 
in the text that reflect the specific time period and/
or culture, its ideas and concepts.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In these units, students consider how the form of a text affects meaning, and how writers construct their texts. 
They investigate ways writers adapt and transform texts and how meaning shifts as a result. In the second half 
of the year, students consider the context of their responses to texts, the style of the language and points of 
view. They investigate literary criticism informing both the reading and writing of texts. 

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Students must choose at least one study from 
English/EAL, English Literature or English Language 
in order to fulfil their English VCE requirements. 
Students who select English Literature will study 
approaches to literature, context and connections 
in literature, form and transformation and how to 
interpret texts.” 

ENGLISH LITERATURE
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UNIT 1

Description 

•	 How is life sustained on Earth? 

•	 The major systems that exist on Earth and how 
they sustain life 

•	 The inputs and outputs for life forms Earth 
systems 

•	 How environmental factors affect Earth over 
time 

Assessment

•	 Practical Investigations 

•	 Student Designed Practical Activities 

•	 Topic Tests 

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

•	 Exploring pollution management 

•	 Measuring, monitoring and treating pollution 

•	 The complex management of pollution 
including air, water and soil pollution 

•	 Case study of a selected pollutant Maintaining 
food and water security 

•	 Minimising human impacts on the Earth’s 
systems 

Assessment

•	 Practical Investigations 

•	 Topic Tests 

•	 Scientific communication 

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Exploring biodiversity. Why is it important? How does it change over time and how do we  
measure it? 

•	 Threats to biodiversity and how we can protect and restore it 

•	 Sustainable environmental development Reducing the impacts of human energy use 

•	 Exploring the climate, how it is measured and changes over time 

•	 Organic Chemistry 

Assessment

•	 Written Reports Tests 

•	 Practical Investigations 

•	 Student Designed Experiment 

•	 Case Study Analysis 

•	 Scientific Poster

“You should consider studying Environmental Science if 
you have shown strengths in science, in particular your 
studies of our Earth (ecosystems and plate tectonics), 
energy, and biology and chemistry units. This subject may 
be useful for pathways into Environmental consultancy, 
Environmental education, Environmental engineering, 
Nature conservation and Town planning.” 

ENVIRONMENT SCIENCE

UNIT 3

Description 

Students who undertake this subject will learn to 
construct a rigorous research question and how to 
apply research methods to research a chosen area 
of investigation. Students will learn to become more 
independent learners as well as critical and reflective 
thinkers.

Assessment

•	 Written Assessments 

•	 Research Tasks 

•	 Oral Report 

UNIT 4

Description

Students who undertake this subject will learn to 
construct a rigorous research question and how to 
apply research methods to research a chosen area 
of investigation.  Students will learn to become more 
independent learners as well as critical and reflective 
thinkers.

Assessment

•	 Written Assessments 

•	 Research Tasks 

•	 Oral Report 

“Students who are autonomous and  
self-motivated. Students who would like to  
learn in a University Style and have the time  
and commitment to give to a year- long  
investigative project.” 

EXTENDED INVESTIGATIONS
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UNIT 1

Description 

If you are curious about where your food comes 
from and how our “Australian cuisine” came about, 
then this subject is for you. Learn how our food is 
produced and how many different factors can have 
a positive and negative impact on the food that is 
available to us.

If you like conducting research, cooking and planning 
your own foods and recipes to meet a particular 
situation then this subject is for you.

Assessment

•	 Practical Activities

•	 Oral Presentation

•	 Written Report

•	 Practical Demonstration

UNIT 2

Description

If you are curious about where your food comes 
from and how our “Australian cuisine” came about, 
then this subject is for you. Learn how our food is 
produced and how many different factors can have 
a positive and negative impact on the food that is 
available to us.

If you like conducting research, cooking and planning 
your own foods and recipes to meet a particular 
situation, then this subject is for you.

Assessment

•	 Practical Activities

•	 Oral Presentation

•	 Written Report

•	 Practical Demonstration

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Investigate the many roles and everyday influences of food. You will explore the science of food: our 
physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. Focus on influences on food 
choice: how communities, families and individuals change their eating patterns over time and how our 
food values and behaviours develop within social environments.

Examine debates about global and Australian food systems, investigating issues about the environment, 
ecology, ethics and farming practices.

Assessment

•	 Various practical and written assessments 60% 

•	 End-of-year examination: 40%

“VCE Food Studies is designed to give students a greater 
understanding of food as a commodity and knowledge 
of food preparation and production from a small scale 
perspective to mass production. Throughout the units, 
students will develop skills in the planning, preparation 
and evaluation of  Food products.” 

Note: This class attracts a materials fee of $100

FOOD STUDIES

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

Students will learn about French Language and 
culture. They will learn how to write, read and speak 
in French. Students will be required to learn French 
grammar and vocabulary in order to achieve success 
in this subject.

Assessment

•	 Written work 

•	 Oral presentations 

•	 Conversations 

•	 Comprehension tasks 

UNIT 2

Description

Students will learn about French Language and 
culture. They will learn how to write, read and speak 
in French. Students will be required to learn French 
grammar and vocabulary in order to achieve success 
in this subject.

Assessment

•	 Written work 

•	 Oral presentations 

•	 Conversations 

•	 Comprehension tasks 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Students will learn about French Language and culture. They will learn how to write, read and speak in French. 
Students will be required to learn French grammar and vocabulary in order to achieve success in this subject. .

Assessment

•	 Written work 

•	 Oral presentations 

•	 Conversations 

•	 Comprehension tasks 

“French is for students who have a passion for  
learning a language. Those students who have 
demonstrated a commitment to French through  
earlier years of study are encouraged to select  
French in VCE. Students with little to no prior study 
in French are able to apply but MUST be fully  
committed to this study in order to gain success.” 

FRENCH
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“Geographers are interested in key questions  
concerning places and geographic phenomena:  
What is there? Where is it? Why is it there? What are  
the effects of it being there? How is it changing over time 
and how could, and should, it change in the future?  
How is it different from other places and phenomena?  
How are places and phenomena connected.” 

UNIT 1

Description 

The study of Geography is a structured way 
of exploring, analysing and understanding the 
characteristics of places that make up our world.  
This unit investigates how people have responded  
to specific types of hazards and disasters.

Assessment

•	 Fieldwork Exercises 

•	 Written Reports 

UNIT 2

Description

In this unit students investigate the characteristics 
of tourism and how it has changed, continues 
to change and its impact on people, places and 
environments. Students select contrasting examples 
of tourism from within Australia and elsewhere in  
the world to support their investigations.

Assessment

•	 Fieldwork Exercises 

•	 Written Reports 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Unit 3 focuses on two investigations of geographical change: change to land cover and change to land 
use. Students investigate two major processes that are changing land cover in many regions of the world: 
melting glaciers and ice sheets, and deforestation and similarly explore land use at a local level. 

In Unit 4 students undertake an overview of global population distribution and growth before investigating 
the dynamics of population change over time and space. They consider the impact and consequences 
of population change, trends and issues.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

GEOGRAPHY

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

In Unit 1 you will explore health and wellbeing as 
a concept with varied and evolving perspectives, 
including an in-depth understanding of the five 
dimensions of health and wellbeing. You will learn 
how to build health literacy by interpreting and using 
data in research and investigation tasks. You will also 
look at the global impacts of shelter, peace, a stable 
ecosystem and other prerequisites for health and their 
impact on our health.

Assessment

•	 Research tasks

•	 Presentations

•	 End of unit SAT’s

UNIT 2

Description

Learn about the different stages of the lifespan 
and they key developmental milestones that occur 
throughout each stage. You will become an expert 
in prenatal development, following the journey of 
a developing baby and learning about each stage 
of pregnancy. You will also explore healthcare in 
Australia, building your health literacy and skills in 
accessing healthcare options in Australia.

Assessment

•	 Research tasks

•	 Presentations

•	 End of unit SAT’s

“Students who are passionate about the health,  
wellbeing and development of young people,  
and want to understand how governments and 
organisations promote and support the health  
of the community.” 

HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
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UNIT 3

Description 

Delve deeper into health and wellbeing and health 
status in Australia in this unit through looking at real 
world examples of Australia’s health overtime. You 
will examine dietary and lifestyle risk factors that 
contribute to poor health outcomes and explain 
reasons for why this may occur. In this unit you will 
explore nutrition, comparing the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Guide to Healthy Eating. Investigate health 
promotion strategies and initiatives in Australia, 
becoming a case study expert explaining how health 
promotion improves population health.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

UNIT 4

Description

Unit 4 HHD is all centred around a global health 
focus. You will compare low, medium and high 
income countries and look at factors such as access 
to safe water, poverty and discrimination, and how 
these factors contribute to inequalities in health. 
You look at the three dimensions of sustainability 
and global trends such as climate change. The UN’s 
Sustainable Development goals make up a large 
portion of this unit, which will help you develop your 
health literacy in a global context as these are current, 
real world examples you can take with you with 
your life beyond school. We look at current natural 
disasters and crisis around the world and how aid 
programs help reduce poverty and improve health 
and human development.

Assessment

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
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UNIT 1

Description 

1918 – 1939

The first half of the Twentieth Century was a time of 
significant social, political and economic upheaval. In 
this subject students focus on the events, ideologies, 
individuals and movements of this period. They 
focus on the development of new ideologies in 
Europe, including Fascism and Communism in 
Europe and the lasting consequences of these into 
the latter half of the Twentieth Century.

Assessment

•	 Source Analysis

•	 Essay

•	 Extended Responses

•	 Historical Inquiry

UNIT 2

Description

1945 – 2010

In this unit students investigate the nature and 
impact of the Cold War and the challenges and 
changes to social, political and economic structures 
and systems of power in the second half of the 
Twentieth Century and the first decade of the 
Twenty-first Century.

Assessment

•	 Extended Responses

•	 Historical Inquiry

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Revolutions’ examines major political and social upheavals that transformed societies and reshaped the  
modern world. In Units 3 and 4, students study two revolutions, exploring the causes of revolutionary 
movements and the consequences of their success. Life in these societies was shaped by complex social, 
political and economic tensions, including inequality, ideology and the exercise of power. Revolutionary 
change was driven by both popular movements and the actions of individuals, whose decisions had 
significant and lasting consequences. These units highlight the importance of primary sources in 
understanding historical perspectives, motivations and interpretations of revolutionary change.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“This subject is for students who are interested in 
exploring the historical past and the people, ideas  
and events that have created today’s societies.   
It is also for the who want to better understand 
themselves, others and our world. This subject builds 
on knowledge from Year 10 History and Humanities.” 

MODERN HISTORY
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UNIT 1

Description 

Ancient Mesopotamia 

Students learn about the rise of civilisation,  
city-states and the growth of empires.  
They also examine pivotal human inventions  
such as writing. Students will exam patterns of change 
and continuity over time using primary  
source evidence.

Assessment

•	 Source Analysis 

•	 Essay 

•	 Extended Responses 

•	 Historical Inquiry

UNIT 2

Description

Ancient Egypt 

Students explore the civilisation of ancient Egypt 
which remained relatively stable for 3000 years. 
Students consider the importance of primary  
sources to historical inquiry and consider how 
historical interpretations can differ.

Assessment

•	 Extended Responses 

•	 Historical Inquiry 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Ancient Egypt and Greece were major civilisations of the ancient Mediterranean. They have bestowed a 
powerful legacy on the contemporary world. In each of Units 3 and 4, students explore the structures of one 
of these societies and a period of crisis in its history. Life in these ancient societies was shaped by the complex 
interplay of social, political and economic factors. Trade, warfare and the exchange of ideas between societies 
also influenced the way people lived. Furthermore, these societies experienced dramatic crises which caused 
massive disruption. During these times of upheaval, individuals acted in ways that held profound consequences 
for themselves and for their society. These units highlight the importance of primary sources to historical 
inquiry about ancient civilisations.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“This subject is for students who are interested in  
exploring the historical past and the people, ideas  
and events that have created today’s societies.  
It is also for those who want to better understand 
themselves, others and our world.” 

ANCIENT HISTORY
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UNIT 1

Description 

Students will learn about Japanese Language and 
culture. They will learn how to write, read and 
speak in Japanese. Students will be required to 
learn Japanese grammar and vocabulary in order to 
achieve success in this subject.

Assessment

•	 Written Work 

•	 Oral Presentations 

•	 Conversations 

•	 Comprehension Tasks 

UNIT 2

Description

Students will learn about Japanese Language and 
culture. They will learn how to write, read and 
speak in Japanese. Students will be required to 
learn Japanese grammar and vocabulary in order to 
achieve success in this subject.

Assessment

•	 Written Work

•	 Oral Presentations 

•	 Conversations 

•	 Comprehension Tasks 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Students will learn about Japanese Language and culture. They will learn how to write, read and speak 
in Japanese. Students will be required to learn Japanese grammar and vocabulary in order to achieve 
success in this subject. 

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Japanese is for students who have a passion for 
learning a language. Those students who have 
demonstrated a commitment to French through 
earlier years of study are encouraged to select 
Japanese in VCE. Students with little to no prior 
study in Japanese are able to apply but MUST be  
fully committed to this study in order to gain success.” 

JAPANESE
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UNIT 1

Description 

•	 Every day use of number

•	 Data analysis and statistics

•	 Financial and consumer mathematics

•	 Measurement

Assessment

•	 Assignments/tests

•	 Portfolio

•	 Modelling and Problem solving

•	 Mathematical Investigations

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description 

•	 Generalisations and pattern in number

•	 Data analysis and statistics

•	 Financial and consumer mathematics

•	 Shape and location

Assessment

•	 Assignments/tests

•	 Portfolio

•	 Modelling and Problem solving

•	 Mathematical Investigations

•	 Examination 

 
UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Algebra, number and structure

•	 Data analysis, probability and statistics

•	 Financial and consumer mathematics

•	 Space and Measurement

Assessment

•	 Mathematical Investigations

•	 Examination

“These units are for those students who require  
VCE maths skills to support other subject,  
including VET, and for future work & life goals.  
The key knowledge, skills & understanding of  
these units are strongly based in the use of  
mathematics for daily life.” 

FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 Investigating and comparing data distributions

•	 Financial mathematics

•	 Linear functions: graph, equations, and models

•	 Matrices

Assessment

•	 Problem solving and modelling

•	 Assignments/test

•	 Mathematical Investigations

•	 Examinations

UNIT 2

Description 

•	 Bivariate data

•	 Graphs and networks

•	 Variation

•	 Space, measurement and trigonometry

Assessment

•	 Problem solving and modelling

•	 Assignments/test

•	 Mathematical Investigations

•	 Examinations

 
UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Data and statistics

•	 Recursion and financial modelling

•	 Matrices and their applications

•	 Networks and decision mathematics

Assessment

•	 Application tasks

•	 Problem solving and modelling

•	 Examination

“These units are designed to prepare students 
for general employment, business or further study  
and are accessible to a wide range of students.” 

GENERAL MATHEMATICS

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE



CONTENTSCONTENTS38  	   DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL   39 CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 Polynomial and power functions

•	 Calculus: rates of changes

•	 Probability and counting techniques

Assessment

•	 Problem-solving and modelling

•	 Mathematical Investigation

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description 

•	 Trigonometric functions

•	 Exponentials and Logs

•	 Calculus: Differentiation and anti-differentiation

•	 Advanced probability

Assessment

•	 Problem-solving and modelling

•	 Mathematical Investigation

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Functions and relations: including related algebra, transformations, graphing and equation solving.

•	 Trigonometric functions: including graphing and equation solving

•	 Calculus: differentiation and integration

•	 Applications of calculus

•	 Advanced probability and statistics

Assessment

•	 Application task

•	 Problem solving and modelling

•	 Examination

“These units explore the application of mathematics to 
practical and theoretical contexts. They provide background 
knowledge for future study in STEM fields, humanities, 
economics and medicine. Methods is recommended for 
students who are good at, an enjoy maths, like graphing & 
algebra and more abstract maths. Mathematical Methods 
Units 1 & 2 is a pre-requisite for Mathematical Methods 
Units 3 & 4 and Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4.” 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 Arithmetic and Number – including surds and 
complex numbers

•	 Geometry and Trigonometry – including 
Pythagoras, Basic Trigonometry, Trigonometry  
in all quadrants

•	 Algebra and Structure – including indices, 
equation solving, variation and polynomials, 
quadratics and partial fractions

•	 Use of appropriate technology (CAS)

Assessment

•	 Assignments/Tests

•	 Problem solving and Modelling

•	 Mathematical Investigation

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description 

•	 Geometry, measurement and trigonometry – 
including vectors and proofs

•	 Algebra and structure – including  
trigonometric transformations

•	 Graphs of linear and non linear relations - 
including circles, ellipses and reciprocal  
functions, and kinematics

•	 Use of appropriate technology (CAS)

Assessment

•	 Assignments/Tests

•	 Problem solving and modelling

•	 Mathematical Investigation

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Complex Numbers

•	 Trigonometry

•	 Vector

•	 Coordinate Geometry

•	 Calculus -Differentiation and its applications

•	 Calculus – Antidifferention and its applications

•	 Kinematics , Dynamics and statics

•	 Probability and Sampling

•	 Use of appropriate technology (CAS)

Assessment

•	 Application Tasks

•	 Problem solving and modelling

•	 Examination

“These units explore mathematical structures, reasoning, 
and proof. They provide background knowledge for 
advanced studies in mathematics and other STEM fields. 
Students should select this subject if they are very good at 
maths and are looking for a challenging extension subject. 
You must also select (or have completed) Mathematical 
Methods to select Specialist Mathematics.” 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
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UNIT 1

Description 

Develop an understanding of legal foundations,  
such as the different types and sources of law  
and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria.

 Investigate key concepts of criminal law and  
civil law and apply these to actual and/or  
hypothetical scenarios to determine whether  
an accused may be found guilty of a crime,  
or liable in a civil dispute.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

Focus on how when rights are infringed, a case or 
dispute may arise which needs to be determined 
or resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be 
imposed. 

This unit focuses on the enforcement  
of criminal law and civil law, the methods and 
institutions that may be used.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Unit 3 examines the methods and institutions in the justice system and consider their appropriateness in 
resolving disputes. Consider the different courts within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other legal 
institutions.

Unit 4 examines how Australia’s laws and legal system involve an understanding of institutions that make  
and reform our laws, and the relationship between the Australian people, the Australian Constitution and  
law-making bodies. Explore how the Australian Constitution establishes and limits law making powers.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Legal Studies is suitable for those who have  
an interest or curiosity about the range of  
complex laws that exist to protect the rights of  
individuals and to achieve social cohesion.  
Students will investigate how laws are made,  
applied, along with specific examples of different  
types of crimes and civil infractions.” 

LEGAL STUDIES
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UNIT 1

Description 

In this unit, students develop an understanding of 
audiences and the core concepts underpinning the 
construction of representations and meaning in 
different media forms. They explore media codes 
and conventions and the construction of meaning in 
media products. Students work in a range of media 
forms and develop and produce representations to 
demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics 
of each media form, and how they contribute to the 
communication of meaning. Students develop an 
understanding of the features of Australian fictional 
and non-fictional narratives in different media forms.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

In this unit, students further develop an understanding 
of the concept of narrative in media products and 
forms in different contexts. Narratives in both traditional 
and newer forms include film, television, digital 
streamed productions, audio news, print, photography, 
games and interactive digital forms. Students analyse 
the influence of developments in media technologies 
on individuals and society; design, production and 
distribution of narratives in the media; and audience 
engagement, consumption and reception. Students 
undertake production activities to design and 
create narratives that demonstrate an awareness of 
the structures and media codes and conventions 
appropriate to corresponding media forms.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In this unit, students explore stories that circulate in society through a close analysis of a media narrative. 
Students consider the use of codes and narrative conventions to structure meaning and explore the role 
these play in media narratives. Students use the pre-production stage of the media production process to 
design the production of a media product for a specified audience. They explore and experiment with media 
technologies to develop skills in their selected media form and reflect on and document their progress.

In this unit students focus on the production and post-production stages of the media production 
process, bringing the pre-production plans created in Unit 3 to their realisation. In this unit, students view 
a range of media products that demonstrate a range of values and views, and they analyse the role 
that media products and their creators play within the contexts of their time and place of production. 
Students explore the relationship between the media and audiences, focusing on the opportunities and 
challenges afforded by current developments in the media industry.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3 & 4 Coursework: 20 %
•	 Unit 3 & 4 Production: 40 %
•	 End-of-year examination: 40 %

“VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to develop skills in various forms of media.  
Students learn about how various people and places are represented by the media and how the media 
influences what we think and what we think about. This study will also allow students to learn how to 
deconstruct text such as film and photography.” 

MEDIA

CONTENTS CONTENTS
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UNIT 1

Description 

Explore five musical skills - performance, theory, 
aural, analysis, and composition. Perform as a soloist 
and as a member of an ensemble and select various 
styles of music to learn and perform. Develop your 
technical skills (on your instrument or vocals) to 
support your musical accuracy, agility, expression and 
communication of performance pieces. 

Explore advanced music theory and improve your 
aural skills, as well as developing language to analyse 
music.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

In Semester Two, you will have the opportunity 
to write your own music and investigate ways of 
recording and performing your own compositions.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

You will explore four areas of musicianship - performance, analysis and interpretation, technical skills,  
as well as theory and aural skills. 

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Do you have a passion for performing  
and playing musical instruments or singing?  
Are you interested in working in the music industry? 
Then you should choose VCE Music.” 

MUSIC PERFORMANCE

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

Description 

In Unit 1 students will explore how theatre developed 
before 1945. They will study major theatre styles 
before 1945, explore their conventions and contexts, 
interpret historic scripts using production roles (such 
as directing, set & props, lighting, sound, costume 
& make-up) and students will analyse a pre-1945 
theatre performance.

Assessment

•	 Written Research Folio  

•	 Oral Presentation/Performance (3–5 minutes)

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2 students explores how theatre has evolved 
after 1945. They will study contemporary theatre 
movements, explore theatre innovation, interpret 
modern scripts using production roles (such as 
directing, set & props, lighting, sound, costume & 
make-up) and students will analyse a contemporary 
theatre performance.

Assessment

•	 Script Analysis Folio  

•	 Presentation/Performance of a scripted piece 
(3–5 minutes) 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Theatre Studies Unit 3 and 4 students will explore how scripts are interpreted for a performance through 
practical workshops. Students will attend two live shows from the VCAA Theatre Studies playlist, they will also 
stage they own live production where they will take on an acting and production role. Finally, they will need to 
interpret a monologue. 

In Unit 3 students will collaborate with fellow students in two areas of production to interpret a script for a 
live presentation for an audience. Their choice of production teams can include acting, direction, make-up, 
costume, props, set, sound or lighting. 

In Unit 4 students will interpret a monologue from a script as either an Actor/Director or as a Designer 
(focusing on two areas of design). 

In both Units you will see a live professional theatre production which you will analyse and evaluate. 

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: A group performance where students take on an acting and production role.

•	 Unit 4: An end-of-year monologue examination and an end-of-year written examination.

THEATRE STUDIES

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE

“Theatre Studies is a great choice to boost confidence, creativity, and critical thinking while exploring 
performance, design, and directing. It builds essential collaboration and communication skills useful 
for any career path, provides insight into theatre history, and serves as a strong foundation for further 
study in the performing arts. It is an excellent stepping stone for careers in acting, directing, producing, 
arts administration, marketing, and film/television.” 
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UNIT 3

Description 

The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical and 
social contexts of relationships between humans 
and outdoor environments in Australia. Case studies 
of a range of impacts on outdoor environments are 
examined in the context of the changing nature of 
human relationships with outdoor environments in 
Australia over 60,000 years.

Students consider several factors that influence 
relationships with outdoor environments. They also 
examine the dynamic nature of relationships between 
humans and their environment.

Students are involved in multiple experiences in 
outdoor environments, including in areas where there 
is evidence of human interaction. Through these 
practical experiences, students make comparisons 
between, and reflect upon, outdoor environments, 
as well as develop theoretical knowledge and skills 
about specific outdoor environments.

Students undertake an independent investigation into 
the changing relationships with, and sustainability of, 
at least two different visited outdoor environments 
across both Units 3 and 4, which is assessed in Unit 4, 
Outcome 3.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

UNIT 4

Description

In this unit students explore the sustainable use and 
management of outdoor environments. They observe 
and assess the health of outdoor environments and 
consider the importance of this health for the future 
of Australian outdoor environments and the Australian 
population.

Students examine the importance of the sustainability 
of human relationships with outdoor environments 
and the urgent need to balance human needs and 
the needs of outdoor environments. They investigate 
current acts and conventions as well as management 
strategies for achieving and maintaining healthy 
and sustainable Australian outdoor environments in 
contemporary Australian society.

Students engage in multiple related experiences 
in outdoor environments, conducting an ongoing 
investigation into the health of, and care for, these 
places. They learn and apply the practical skills and 
knowledge required to sustain healthy outdoor 
environments and evaluate the strategies and actions 
they employ. Through these practical experiences, 
students reflect upon outdoor environments and 
make comparisons between them by applying 
theoretical knowledge developed about outdoor 
environments.

As global citizens, students investigate how 
individuals and community members take action 
towards promoting sustainable and healthy outdoor 
environments and describe possible solutions to 
threats facing outdoor environments and their 
sustainability.

Students undertake an independent investigation into 
the changing relationships with, and sustainability of, 
at least two different visited outdoor environments 
across both Units 3 and 4, which is assessed in  
Unit 4, Outcome 3.

Assessment

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 % 

OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

CONTENTSCONTENTS
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UNIT 1

Description 

This unit examines some of the ways in which 
Indigenous peoples and non-Indigenous peoples 
understand and relate to nature through experiencing 
outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals 
and their personal responses to experiencing outdoor 
environments.

Students are provided with the opportunity to explore 
the many ways in which nature is understood and 
perceived. Students develop a clear understanding of 
the range of motivations for interacting with outdoor 
environments, the factors that affect an individual’s 
access to experiencing outdoor environments and 
how they connect with outdoor environments.

Through outdoor experiences, students develop 
practical skills and knowledge to help them act 
sustainably in outdoor environments. Students 
understand the links between practical experiences 
and theoretical investigations, gaining insight into a 
variety of responses to, and relationships with, nature.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

This unit focuses on the different ways to understand 
outdoor environments and the impact of humans on 
outdoor environments.

In this unit students study the effects of natural 
changes and impacts of land management practices 
on the sustainability of outdoor environments by 
examining a number of case studies of specific 
outdoor environments, including areas where there is 
evidence of human intervention.

Students develop the practical skills required 
to minimise the impact of humans on outdoor 
environments. They comprehend a range of 
vocational perspectives that inform human use of 
outdoor environments. Through reflecting upon their 
experiences of outdoor environments, students make 
comparisons between outdoor environments, as 
well as develop theoretical knowledge about natural 
environments.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

“Outdoor education is for students who are passionate 
about outdoor environments, physical activity and 
sustainability, and want to understand how humans 
interact with, use and manage natural environments in 
Australia and beyond.” 

OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
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UNIT 1

Description 

In this unit, you will explore how the musculoskeletal 
and cardiorespiratory systems work together to 
produce movement. Through participation in 
practical activities, you will explore and analyse 
the relationships between the body systems and 
movement, and how these systems interact and 
respond at various intensities. You will nvestigat 
injuries associated with the musculoskeletal system 
and recommend and implement strategies to 
minimise and manage such injuries and conditions. 
You will explore the ethical implications of using 
permitted and prohibited practices to improve 
the performance of the body systems, evaluating 
perceived physiological benefits and describing 
potential harms.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

This unit you are introduced to types of physical 
activity and the role that physical activity participation 
and sedentary behaviour play in your own health 
and wellbeing, as well as in other population groups 
and contexts.Through a series of practical activities, 
you will experience and explore different types of 
physical activity promoted within and beyond the 
community. You will use various methods to assess 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour, analyse 
data to investigate perceived barriers and enablers, 
and explore opportunities to enhance participation 
in physical activity. You will also explore factors 
that affect access, inclusion, participation and 
performance and then select one issue at the local, 
national or global level and analyse key concepts 
within the issue, including investigating, participating 
in and prescribing movement experiences that 
highlight the issue.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

“This subject is for students want to  
understand how our body creates movement,  
how to improve physical performance, and  
how to assess and increase participation in  
physical activity.” 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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UNIT 1

Description 

This unit engages students with fundamental 
philosophical questions through active, guided 
investigation and critical discussion of two key areas 
of philosophy. The study and practice of techniques 
of philosophical reasoning are central to this unit.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

This unit enables students to explore questions 
relating to values and value judgements within the 
realms of morality, political and social philosophy 
and aesthetics. Students also explore ways in which 
viewpoints and arguments in value theory can 
inform and be informed by contemporary debates 
and develop a range of skills including formulating 
philosophical questions and developing philosophical 
perspectives.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Unit 3 explores the concept of happiness and how questions regarding the ‘good life’ may be understood 
within the context of our relationships with others beyond our immediate communities.

In recent decades, developments in information and communication technologies have changed the way 
we share beliefs and acquire and justify knowledge. More than ever, we rely on the testimony of others, in 
particular, those we judge to be experts. In Unit 4 students explore what our obligations are in relation to belief; 
when we should adjust or change our beliefs; and to what extent we should take responsibility for fostering the 
good beliefs of others and the conditions that make them possible.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Philosophy is a subject for students who  
wish to ask themselves the big questions.  
Who am I? What is Knowledge? Students will  
be asked to think deeply about their own beliefs  
and values, and share openly with the class.” 

PHILOSOPHY
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“Consider studying Physics if you have shown strengths in science, 
in particular your studies of forces and machines, motion and  
energy in the form of heat, light and sounds. It would also be  
highly beneficial if you enjoy or are good at mathematics. It is 
recommended that students studying physics also consider  
choosing Systems Engineering as many of the topics are related. 
This subject may be required for pathways into specialised 
 fields of medicine (such as radiology and radiation therapy), 
engineering, nuclear science and energy research.” 

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 How we can explain thermal effects and the 
principles of thermodynamics?

•	 The relationship of thermodynamics with climate 
science

•	 Issues with thermodynamics

•	 How electric circuits work including uses and 
safety considerations

•	 Exploration of the atom

Assessment

•	 Practical Activities

•	 Topic Tests

•	 Modelling Activities 

UNIT 2

Description

•	 How we can explain and describe motion?

•	 Choosing from a variety of options including: 
What are stars? How do heavy things fly? How 
do forces act on the human body? What is the 
difference between nuclear fusion and nuclear 
fission? How is radiation used to maintain human 
health? How do particle accelerators work? How 
can performance in ball sports be improved?

Assessment

•	 Practical Activities

•	 Topic Tests

•	 Modelling Activities 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 How fields explain motion and electricity

•	 Describing gravitation, magnetism and electricity

•	 Generation and transmission of electricity

•	 Exploring motion and how fast can objects travel

•	 Using two contradictory models to explain light and matter

Assessment

•	 Practical Activities

•	 Topic Tests

•	 Student Designed Investigation Report

PHYSICS
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UNIT 3

Description 

This unit introduces you will be introduced to 
principles used to analyse human movement from 
a biophysical perspective. You will develop skills in 
and use a variety of tools and coaching techniques 
to analyse movement skills and apply biomechanical 
and skill-acquisition principles to improve and refine 
movement in physical activity, sport and exercise. 
You will consider the cardiovascular, respiratory and 
muscular systems and the roles of each in supplying 
oxygen and energy to the working muscles before 
investigating the characteristics and interplay of the 
3 energy systems for performance during physical 
activity.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

UNIT 4

Description

In this unit, you will form the foundations of 
understanding how to improve performance 
from a physiological perspective. You will analyse 
movement skills and fitness requirements and apply 
relevant training principles and methods to improve 
performance at various levels (individual, club and 
elite). You will assess fitness and use collected 
data to justify the selection of fitness tests based 
on the physiological requirements of an activity, 
including muscles used, energy systems and fitness 
components and then consider all physiological data, 
training principles and methods to design a training 
program.

Assessment

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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UNIT 1

Description 

Unit 1 examines the nature and purpose of religion in 
the daily lives of adherents and how it provides them 
with meaning. It examines what elements make up 
a religion and examines the development of religion 
through the ages. It sources its examples from 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism, 
as well as ancient religions, at the teacher’s discretion. 
It then examines how these systems of belief, where 
relevant, interact within modern society.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

Unit 2 examines religion and its ethical framework 
and how this informs and is also informed by society 
in general with the exchange of ideas and values.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Unit 3 explores how religion is a response to the search for meaning, whereby adherents express and 
understand themselves through the aspects of religion, and how this translates into significant life experiences. 

Unit 4 examines how religions respond to challenges with the last area of study examining in detail a specific 
case study.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“This subject is for those students who are  
interested in other cultures and people, or  
are interested in exploring their own ideas and  
beliefs in an objective manner when it comes to  
how individuals connect and interact within society.” 

RELIGION & SOCIETY
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UNIT 1

Description 

•	 Psychological development

•	 Conducting psychological research

•	 The structure of the brain, and the role it plays in 
the human nervous system

•	 How brain injury can affect psychological 
function

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Scientific investigation

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

•	 Perceptions and distortions of perception

•	 Social cognition, individual and group behaviour

•	 Behaviour can be influenced in many ways

•	 Using scientific investigation

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Scientific Investigation

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 A greater understanding of the nervous system

•	 The causes of and how to manage stress

•	 How memories are created, and how this can assist learning and change behaviour

•	 The nature of consciousness and how changes in levels of consciousness can affect mental processes 
and behaviour

•	 Influences on mental wellbeing

•	 Scientific Inquiry

Assessment

•	 Analysis and evaluation of data, media texts and case studies

•	 Comparison and evaluation of practicals

•	 Scientific poster

•	 Examination

“You should consider studying Psychology if you have shown 
strengths in science, in particular studies of the human 
body, cells and writing practical reports. This subject will be 
useful for pathways into medicine, health care, psychiatry 
and counselling.” 

PSYCHOLOGY
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UNIT 1

Description 

In this unit students explore materials, techniques, 
and processes in a range of artforms. They expand 
their knowledge and understanding of characteristics, 
properties and application of materials used in 
art making. They explore selected materials to 
understand how they relate to specific artforms and 
how they can be used in making artworks. Students 
also explore the historical development of specific 
artforms and investigate how the characteristics, 
properties and use of materials and techniques have 
changed over time. Students will investigate galleries 
and research and present their understanding.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks
•	 Visual Diary

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2, students continue to research how artworks 
are made by investigating how artist use aesthetic 
qualities to represent ideas in artworks. They broaden 
their investigation to understanding how artworks 
are displayed to audiences, and how ideas are 
represented to communicate meaning.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Visual Diary

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3 students are actively engaged in art making using materials, techniques, and processes. They explore 
context, subject matter, and ideas to develop art works in imaginative and creative ways. They also investigate 
how artists use visual language to represent ideas and meanings in artworks. Students will research and plan 
an exhibition of three artists.

In Unit 4 students make connections to the artworks they have made in Unit 3, consolidating, and extending 
their ideas and art making to further refine and resolve artworks in a specific art form. This is documented 
in the student’s Visual Arts journal, demonstrating their developing technical skills. Students also reflect 
on their selected finished artworks and evaluate the materials, techniques and processes used to make 
them. Students will also understand presentation, conservation, and care of artworks, including the 
conservation and care of their own artworks.

Assessment
•	 Unit 3: 25 %
•	 Unit 4: 25 %
•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Art Making & Exhibiting is a creative subject with opportunity for personal growth which will further develop 
knowledge into the visual arts stream which will enhance any design aspects for future endeavors within the 
art world. This subject allows an opportunity to work in a variety of materials from traditional 2D/3D to 
contemporary 2D/3D digital technology and will give students opportunities to explore and experiment in 
depth. Students will gain self-discipline which will allow you to think deep and problem solve.” 

ART MAKING & EXHIBITING

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE

UNIT 1

Description 

There is no single sociological perspective, rather, 
there are several theories that offer different ways 
of understanding human society. Sociologists use 
these theories and frameworks in a complementary 
way to attempt to objectively examine social issues 
and explain concepts. In Unit 3 Students will learn 
about the categories and experiences of youth and 
the family.

Assessment
•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2, students explore the concepts of deviance 
and crime. The study of these concepts from a 
sociological perspective involves ascertaining 
the types and degree of rule-breaking behaviour, 
examining traditional views of criminality and 
deviance and analysing why people commit crimes 
or engage in deviant behaviour. It also involves 
consideration of the justice system, how the 
understanding of crime and deviance has changed 
over time, and the relationship between crime and 
other aspects of a society, such as age and gender.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3 students explore expressions of culture and ethnicity within Australian society in two different 
contexts – Australian Indigenous cultures, and ethnicity in relation to migrant groups.

In Unit 4 students explore the ways sociologists have thought about the idea of community and how the 
various types of community are experienced. They examine the relationship between social movements 
and social change.

Assessment
•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Sociology focuses on the study of human behaviour  
and social interaction to understand how societies  
are organised, develop and change. In VCE Sociology 
students examine key theories regarding family,  
deviance, ethnicity, community and social movements.” 

SOCIOLOGY
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YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE

CONTENTSCONTENTS

UNIT 1

This unit focuses on applying research methods 
to identify human-centered design problems 
and the using a brief to define a communication 
need. They identify and analyse past, present, 
and personal conceptions of good design and 
use design terminology in research, analysis, and 
evaluation. Students formulate ideas about ‘good 
design’ and experiment with design elements and 
principles and typographic conventions and apply 
this to presentations. Students learn about technical 
drawing conventions and apply these to resolved 
documentation drawings.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Folio

•	 Examination

UNIT 2

Students learn about design of environments and 
interactive experiences. They use presentation 
drawing methods to communicate information and 
ideas associated with the architecture, and interior 
design and the role of the interactive designer of user-
experience. 

They present environmental design solution based 
on a chosen design style and investigate culturally 
appropriate design practices and apply the design 
process relevant to user-experience and interaction 
and design projects..

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Folio

•	 Examination

UNITS 3 & 4

This unit focuses on design practice and analysing the work by contemporary designers and the role of visual 
language when communicating and resolving ideas. Students experiment with the use of manual and digital 
drawing methods and discover, define design ideas, and write design brief, based on communication needs. 
They share ideas and gain feedback to be used to further evolve design concepts in Unit 4.

This unit focuses on the development of design concepts. Students refine their ideas in response to brief 
to create two final presentations of visual communications. They devise a pitch communicate concepts 
and evaluate their designs. They also produce final presentations based on the defined need outlined 
in their brief.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 25 %

•	 Unit 4: 25 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 50 %

“Students that are interested in drawing,  
designing and communicating and are willing  
to solve design problems will be interested in  
Visual Communication Design. Students  
should have an interest and a willingness to  
search for their own unique and original  
solutions to design problems.” 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN

YEARS 11 & 12   PATHWAYS & CAREER ADVICE

UNIT 1

Description 

In Unit 1 students will learn a wide range of 
mechanical theory including mechanical  
advantage and components), which will be  
useful in their subsequent project. They will 
 then design and construct their own  
mechanical system.

Assessment
•	 School Assessed Tasks

•	 Examination 

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2 students will learn a wide range of 
electronics theory (including programming,  
circuit use and components). They have the  
option of constructing an entirely electronic  
system or integrating electronic functionality into 
their Unit 1 project.

Assessment

•	 School Assessed Tasks
•	 Examination 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

In Unit 3, students will dive deeper into mechanical engineering and electrical engineering concepts  
and learn how to integrate the two concepts into a single project.

In Unit 4, students will learn how to build, test, and evaluate the project concept started in Unit 3.

Assessment

•	 Unit 3: 35 %

•	 Unit 4: 35 %

•	 End-of-year examination: 30 %

“Year 11 Systems engineering is for students who are 
interested in an engineering job and/or want to find out 
what an engineering design process is like on a small scale.” 

SYSTEM ENGINEERING
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YEARS 11 & 12   VCE VM YEARS 11 & 12   VCE VM

Program Structure

Do you really want your Year 12 Certificate, but need a more project based and workplace relevant program? 
Are you keen to move into an apprenticeship or employment after Year 12? Students who undertake the 
Victorian Certificate of Education can choose to specialise for the Vocational Major as part of their VCE 
certificate. You will complete a combination of school, work placement and vocational education (VET) in your 
chosen field, such as Building and Construction or Health Services (choose from over 30 different courses).

VCE/VM is designed to prepare students for further education, training or employment by providing them with 
applied work-related experience, literacy and numeracy skills and an opportunity to develop personal skills. 

Fully accredited modules and units are selected for four compulsory strands, including: 

VCE VM
VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF  
EDUCATION VOCATIONAL MAJOR

WORK  
RELATED

SKILLS

INDUSTRY  
SPECIFIC 

SKILLS

LITERACY & 
NUMERACY  

SKILLS

PERSONAL  
DEVELOPMENT

SKILLS

Students who choose VCE/VM are most likely to go on to start an apprenticeship get a job 
after completing school or enroll in training at TAFE institutes, rather than applying for university 
directly. However, further study at University is definitely an option via a TAFE pathway. Students 
who successfully complete VCE-VM receive a Year 12 Certificate and a statement of results that 
details the areas of study completed. VCE/VM students do not receive an ATAR.

CONTENTSCONTENTS

Assessment

The following principles will guide the structure and program access for all students participating in the VCE/
VM Certificate. These principles are:

•	 Participation in applied learning in the VCE/VM is a Senior School Learning Program

•	 As a Senior School Study Program with an Applied Learning focus, the VCE/VM program may consist of 
components from the VCE, VET and VM specific units.

•	 To complete the VCE/VM Certificate, you will satisfactorily complete a minimum 16 units over 2 years. 
These must include 4 Unit 3&4 Sequences, and units in Maths, Personal Development and Work 
Related Skills.

•	 Students are expected to maintain the highest level of study in Literacy (VCE/VM English) and Numeracy 
(VCE/VM Maths) as core elements that contribute to a VCE/VM program.

•	 All VCE/VM study units of learning should be selected in accordance with the individual need of each 
student as identified in the ILP or MIP’s Pathway Plan as an annual guide. These units will develop and 
promote independent learning skills in a planned environment that improves their future options.

•	 Participation in a VET study, (Industry Specific Skills) is compulsory at Intermediate and Senior 
Certificate levels.

•	 Opportunities to complete relevant work-based experience can be tailored to individual student needs.

•	 Assessment tasks in all units of study, VCE, VET and VCE/VM are extensive and will require a strong 
commitment to each study to satisfactory complete learning outcomes.

•	 VCE/VM participants, who do not achieve success in their units of study, will be subject to a program 
review when necessary to ensure the opportunity of a successful outcome at the Certificate Level can  
be achieved.

•	 VCE-VM student will need to be successful in ALL elements of their course, to achieve the Vocational 
Major certificate at the end of Year 12.
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YEARS 11 & 12   VCE VM

VCE VM 
STUDY SUMMARIES

         59 CONTENTSCONTENTS

VPC
VICTORIAN PATHWAYS CERTIFICATE

Program Structure

The Victorian Pathways Certificate is a Foundation Certificate, ideal for students who require additional Literacy 
or Numeracy support. It focuses on developing essential skills for work, community participation, and further 
education or training. The VPC provides flexible learning opportunities that connect classroom learning with 
real-world experiences, helping students build confidence and plan their next steps after school.

•	 Students will study Literacy, Numeracy, Personal Development Skills and Work Related Skills.

•	 A priority focus will be given to Literacy and Numeracy, with students being able to complete all four 
Units in one year.

•	 Students will develop an understanding of their pathway options, career interests and next steps, as part 
of the program.

•	 VPC can be undertaken over one year, 18 months or two years, depending on the student.
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UNIT 1

In Unit 1 Students will focus on the structures and 
features of a range of different text formats.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 
of students relevant to outcomes

UNIT 2

In Unit 2 students expand their knowledge of text 
formats, and construct responses to current issues.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 
of students relevant to outcomes

UNITS 3 & 4

Unit 3 & 4 Literacy takes on a more practical approach to literacy. Unit 3 guides student through the use of 
Literacy in the real world, in understanding documents, forms, and procedures. Unit 4 focusses on advocacy. 
Being able to communicate effectively, structure arguments and logical reason.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests of students relevant to outcomes

The writing texts will deal with general situations and include some abstract concepts and technical 
details. Students will produce texts that incorporate a range of ideas, information, beliefs or processes 
and understand the language devices appropriate to the type of writing text. In reading, students will 
identify the views shaping the text and the devices used to present that view and express an opinion on 
the effectiveness and content of the text. At the conclusion of VCE- VM Literacy, students will be able to 
read, comprehend, write a range of complex texts, and be able to use and respond to spoken language 
with complex and abstract content across a broad range of contexts.

LITERACY

UNIT 1

Description 

In Unit 1 students will develop their numeracy 
practices to make sense of their personal,  
public and vocational lives. They will develop 
mathematical skills with consideration of their  
local, community, national and global  
environments and contexts, and an awareness  
and use of appropriate technologies.

Assessment
Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 
of students relevant to outcomes

UNIT 2

Description

In Unit 2 students will develop and extend  
their numeracy practices to make sense of their 
personal, public and vocational lives. They will 
develop mathematical skills with consideration 
of their local, community, national and global 
environments and contexts, and identification 
and appropriate selection and use of relevant 
technologies.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the  
interests of students relevant to outcomes 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Units 3 & 4 focus on building the students Mathematical Toolkit. They will build the numeracy over a 
variety of focus areas.

•	 Personal numeracy

•	 Civic numeracy

•	 Financial numeracy

•	 Health numeracy

•	 Vocational numeracy

•	 Recreational numeracy

Assessment
Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests of students relevant to outcomes

Exploring mathematics beyond its familiar and everyday use to its application in wider, less personal 
contexts such as newspapers and other media reports, workplace documents and procedures, and 
specific projects at home or in the community. The mathematics involved will include numbers and 
data, financial numeracy, time and location, measurement and design, the use of software tools and 
devices, and an understanding of the use of formulae and problem-solving strategies. Students also 
develop an understanding of the practical components of planning and undertaking an in-depth 
numeracy-based project, linked to an unfamiliar industry area. At the conclusion of the Unit 3&4 
level, students will have the capacity to interpret and analyse how mathematics is represented, and can 
recognise and use some of the conventions and symbolism of formal mathematics.

NUMERACY

CONTENTSCONTENTS
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YEARS 11 & 12   VCE VM STUDY SUMMARY YEARS 11 & 12   VCE VM STUDY SUMMARY

UNIT 1

Students will investigate information relating to 
future employment, including entry-level pathways, 
emerging industries, and growth industries and trends, 
and evaluate the impact of pursuing employment 
in different industries. Students will reflect on this 
research in the context of their individual skills, 
capabilities and education and/or employment goals.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 

of students relevant to outcomes 

UNIT 2

In this unit, students will consider the distinction 
between essential employability skills, specialist 
and technical work skills and personal capabilities, 
and understand the importance of training and 
development to support the attainment and 
transferability of skills. Students will collect evidence 
and artefacts relating to their personal skills and 
capabilities and promote them through resumes, 
cover letters and interview preparation.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 
of students relevant to outcomes

UNITS 3 & 4

In Unit 3 students will build knowledge of the role of an individual in a work environment, building positive 
relationships and impact on others.

Unit 4 focuses on the preparation and presentation of a portfolio outlining their learnings and employability 
skills.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests of students relevant to outcomes 

Emphasis is placed on the importance of self and connection to the community through external 
partnerships. Students are encouraged to apply their learning through community based projects, 
both internally and externally. Application of learning is achieved by contributing to complex, self-
directed projects under supervision; self-direction is required in the planning and work activities. At 
the conclusion of Units 3 & 4 level, students will be able to demonstrate critical and creative thinking, 
planning and organisational skills, problem solving and interpersonal skills, collaborative skills, 
leadership and decision making skills for teamwork and discuss how these attributes can transfer to 
their work contexts.

WORK RELATED SKILLS

UNIT 1

Description 

Students will investigate local health-promoting 
organisations and resources and play an active, 
participatory role in designing and implementing 
activities or mechanisms to improve health and 
wellbeing. Students will examine relationships 
between technologies and health and wellbeing, 
and develop tools for analysing the reliability, validity 
and accuracy of information and the efficacy of 
health messages.

Assessment
Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 

of students relevant to outcomes 

UNIT 2

Description

This unit focuses on the benefits of community 
participation and how people can work together 
effectively to achieve a shared goal. It begins with 
definitions of community and different types of 
communities at a local, national and global level. 
Students will look at the relationships between 
active citizenship, empathy and connection to 
culture, and individual health and wellbeing.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests 
of students relevant to outcomes 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

Units 3 & 4 of Personal Development is focussed on Leadership, Teamwork and Community.

In Unit 3 Students will undertake projects to develop leadership and Teamwork skills. Drawing on 
Interpersonal and social awareness skills.

Unit 4 leads students into the wider school community, completing a project to raise community 
social awareness, and engage in community improvement.

Assessment

Assessments will be designed to reflect the interests of students relevant to outcomes 

“To consolidate students’ understanding of the complex nature and the importance of OHS in the 
workplace including the OHS Act, communicating OHS information and conducting risk assessments. 
Students undertake a self-directed complex OHS project and critically evaluate its success using the 
skills gained at Intermediate level. Students conduct an in-depth analysis on the current trends and 
longterm viability of their industry and deliver a sustained presentation of this data.” 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS

CONTENTSCONTENTS
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Course
Years/ 

Duration
Providers

ARTS/MEDIA

Certificate II in Applied Fashion, Design & Technology 2 Noble Park Secondary College, Holmesglen Chadstone

Certificate III in Music (Performance or Sound Production Stream) 2 Hallam SC

Certificate III in Dance 2 Nazareth College

Certificate III in Visual Arts 2 Chisholm and Hallam

Certificate III Design Fundamentals - Graphic Design or Photography 2 Chisholm, Swinburne

Certificate II Creative Industries (Screen and Media) * 1 Swinburne Wantirna (3 x Unit 1/2 credit)

AUTOMOTIVE

Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation 2 Chisholm, Skillinvest, Other Secondary Schools

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

Certificate II in Building & Construction (Pre Apprenticeship) 
(Bricklaying)

2 Chisholm and Swinburne

Certificate II Building and Construction Carpentry  
(Partial Completion)

2 Chisholm, Swinburne and Other Secondary Schools

Certificate II in Plumbing (Pre App) 2 Chisholm, Hallam and Kambrya

Certificate II in Building & Construction (Floor and wall tiling) 2 Chisholm

BUSINESS

Certificate II in Business with selected units from Certificate III 2 Chisholm and other Secondary Schools

Certificate II Small Business Operations and Innovation 2 Holmesglen Glen Waverley

COMMUNITY SERVICES, HEALTH & EDUCATION

Certificate III in Community Services 2 Dandenong High School, Chisholm and Other Schools

Certificate III in Early Childhood Education & Care 2 Chisholm and FLC

Certificate III in Health Services Assistance 2 Chisholm and Other Secondary Schools

Certificate III Allied Health Assistance (partial completion) 2 Swinburne Wantirna

Certificate III Laboratory Skills 2 Swinburne Wantirna, Holmesglen Moorabbin

ELECTRONIC TRADE

Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Career Start) 2
Dandenong High School, Chisholm, Swinburne, 
Holmesglen Moorabbin and Other Schools

ENGINEERING

Certificate II in Engineering Studies 2 Chisholm, Swinburne, Holmesglen and Other Secondary Schools

Certificate II in Heavy and Light Rail Fundamentals 2 Hallam Senior College

HOSPITALITY – SERVICES

Certificate II in Hospitality 2 Dandenong High School, Chisholm, FLC and Other Schools

Certificate II in Cookery/Patisserie 2 Chisholm and Other Secondary Schools

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Certificate III in Information Technology 2 Hallam SC, Holmesglen Chadstone

Certificate III in Information Technology - Cyber Security 2 Chisholm- Berwick and Frankston

Certificate III in Information Technology - Games Technology 2 Chisholm- Berwick and Frankston. Swinburne Wantirna

Certificate III in Enabling Technologies (Cyber or Hardware) 2 Holmesglen, Chadstone

RETAIL & BEAUTY

Certificate III in Beauty Services 2 Chisholm, VU City, Casey College and Other Schools

Certificate II in Salon Assistant 2 Chisholm, Holmesglen and Other Secondary Schools

Hair & Beauty Program 2 Hallam Senior College

Certificate III in Interior Decoration Retail Services 2 Holmesglen, Chadstone

Certificate II in Retail Services* 1 Hallam Senior College and FLC (Unit ½)

Certificate II in Make-up 2 Chisholm

SPORT & RECREATION

Certificate III in Sport & Recreation 2 Dandenong High School, Chisholm and other Schools
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YEARS 11 & 12  VETiS

VETiS
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM

A VET course is a nationally recognised vocational certificate in a specific industry and interest area.  
VET courses may contribute to your VCE ATAR or contribute to successful completion of the VCE 
Vocational Major.

You will have the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge which can prepare you for employment of 
further study in your chosen industry. VET courses are also a great way to test out a future career option, 
while still at school. There are a range of locations available, and students must be prepared to travel to the 
location for their chosen course. Note that VET courses are externally run and students are not always able to 
obtain their first preference of course or location, as this is ultimately determined by the VET provider and is 
dependent on a range of factors, including academic ability and availability.

 

Note 

•	 Programs with an ASTERIK* represent programs that run for one year.

•	 Programs in BOLD are scored and can contribute to your ATAR.

VET PROGRAM LIST

Note: This is an indicative guide only. Some courses may not be offered or may change locations. Please also note that the location of 
the course offered is up to the provider, so you must be prepared to travel to your VET course.

CONTENTSCONTENTS
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YEARS 11 & 12  VETiSYEARS 11 & 12  VETiS

UNIT 1

Description 

•	 Develop/extend critical thinking skills

•	 Organise personal work priorities/development

•	 Provide First Aid

•	 Use social media tools for collaboration

•	 Provide customer service

•	 Respond to emergency situations

•	 Follow work health and safety policies

•	 Assist with recreation games not requiring 
equipment

•	 Plan outdoor recreation activities

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

UNIT 2

Description

•	 Organise and complete daily work 
activitiesPrepare a pre or post event meal

•	 Develop a personal management plan

•	 Develop personal media skills

•	 Develop a personal financial plan

•	 Develop and update sport, fitness and recreation 
industry knowledge

•	 Follow work health and safety policies

Assessment

•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities 

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Plan and conduct sport and recreation sessions

•	 Facilitate groups

•	 Manage conflict

•	 Conduct basic warm-up and cool down 
programs

•	 Provide public education on the use of resources

•	 Undertake risk analysis of activities

•	 Interpret weather conditions in the field

•	 Officiate games or competitions

Students who complete the Certificate III in Sport 
and Recreation will be eligible for up to three units 
of credit towards their VCE at Units 1 and 2 level and 
up to three units of credit towards their VCE at Units 
3 and 4 level including a Units 3 and 4 sequence.

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

This course places an emphasis on sporting skills and industry knowledge. In the first year, you will 
complete an exciting range of sporting related units and develop a basic level of skills of instructing and 
officiating in a variety games and sports. You will also develop knowledge of the sporting industry and 
relevant workplace skills. You will learn about the preparation and equipment required for sporting 
and recreation sessions, how to conduct these sessions, first aid and how to deal with clients. There 
will be a wide variety of sports covered which will be tailored to your interests. The second year of the 
program brings a focus on fitness training and instruction. You will also develop knowledge of sport 
and recreation markets and participation patterns, and go on to develop public education programs in 
a related area.

CERTIFICATE III SPORT & RECREATION

CONTENTSCONTENTS

“This certificate level qualification provides detailed training in a range of hospitality operational skills 
including basic food and beverage service, as well as accommodation service skills.

You will learn what it takes to work in hospitality businesses from restaurants to hotels, motels, 
restaurants and cafes, as well as industry specific skills balanced with literacy, numeracy and life skills

You will learn in various practical classrooms developing core skills including espresso coffee, food and 
beverage service, hotel porterage and housekeeping service.” 

UNITS 1 & 2

Description 

•	 Work effectively with others

•	 Participate in safe working practices

•	 Source and use information on the  
hospitality industry

•	 Use hygienic practices for food safety

•	 Provide Responsible Service of Alcohol

•	 Show social and cultural sensitivity

•	 Provide housekeeping services to guests

•	 Provide porter services

•	 Interact with customers

•	 Use hospitality skills effectively

•	 Prepare and serve espresso coffee

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Prepare and serve non-alcoholic beverages*

•	 Clean and tidy bar areas

•	 Serve food and beverage*

•	 Provide advice on food

•	 Process financial transactions

•	 Use hygienic practices for food safety

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

CERTIFICATE II HOSPITALITY 
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UNITS 1 & 2

Description 

•	 Provide first point of contact

•	 Communicate and work in health or  
community services

•	 Work with diverse people

•	 Participate in workplace health and safety

•	 Organise and complete daily work activities

•	 Be an effective volunteer (may include volunteer hours requirement)

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Respond to client needs

•	 Work within a community development framework

•	 Implement participation and engagement strategies

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

CERTIFICATE II AND III  
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

“The Certificate II in Electrotechnology (Career Start) is a pre-apprenticeship electrical course that 
introduces the electrical and electronics industries, covering areas such as electrical work, renewable 
energy, air conditioning, refrigeration, and instrumentation. Get hands-on training that’s similar 
to that of a first-year apprentice with the Certificate II in Electrotechnology Studies (Career Start). 
Develop work skills for the electrical trades, including identifying and solving problems.” 

UNITS 1 & 2

Description 

•	 Prepare to work safely in the construction industry

•	 Apply work health and safety regulations,  
codes and practices

•	 Carry out routine work activities in an energy sector environment

•	 Solve problems in single path circuits

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

UNITS 3 & 4

Description 

•	 Provide basic sustainable energy solutions for energy reduction in residential premises

•	 Provide solutions and report on routine electrotechnology problems

•	 Use routine equipment/plant/technologies in an energy sector environment

•	 Provide basic sustainable energy solutions for energy reduction in residential premises

Assessment
•	 Practical Tasks

•	 Workbook Activities

CERTIFICATE II ELECTROTECHNOLOGY 
(CAREER START) PRE-APPRENTICESHIP 

YEARS 11 & 12  VETiSYEARS 11 & 12  VETiS

“This course equip students with the skills and knowledge to support individuals and groups, assess 
client needs, and contribute to community development. It includes learning about the sector’s 
structure, client support strategies, teamwork, and administrative practices.” 
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FABER  
QUISQUE  
FORTUNAE. 
Every person is  
the Architect of 
their own Destiny.

VCE/VET SUBJECT 
MATERIAL FEES

Subject Material Fees

Year 11

Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 1+2  $70.00 

Food Studies Unit 1+2  $130.00 

Media Unit 1+2  $100.00 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies Unit 3+4  $500.00 

Systems Engineering Unit 1+2  $50.00 

Visual Communication and Design Unit 1+2  $40.00 

Vet Sport and Recreation Cert II – 1st Year  $150.00 

Vet Hospitality Cert II – 1st Year  $200.00 

Vet Electrotech Cert II – 1st Year  $100.00 

Year 12

Art Making and Exhibiting Unit 3+4  $70.00 

Food Studies Unit 3+4  $100.00 

Media Unit 3+4  $100.00 

Systems Engineering Unit 3+4  $50.00 

Visual Communication and Design Unit 3+4  $40.00 

Vet Sport and Recreation Cert III  $150.00 

Vet Hospitality Cert II – 2nd Year  $150.00 

Vet Electrotech Cert II – 2nd Year  $100.00 

 
Please note some subject costings are subject to change.
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